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THE STORY OF JEWISH HISTORY  

IS TOLD IN OUR THREE PARTS 

 

 

The FIRST PART is jewishwikipedia.info covers 4000 years  

And links to Parts 2 and 3 

 

The SECOND PART, saw World War One and the end of the Ottoman Empire.  

Britain accepted the League of Nations Mandate coastal area  

to the south of Syria to be known as Palestine  

 

Britain gave 80% of their territory to a new country  

that became known as Transjordan (later called Jordan). 

 

It came to an end shortly after World War 2 

and the new state of Israel was created in 1948 

 

The THIRD PART in 2023, started by Hamas in Gaza  

and became the Israel-Gaza War 

 

The two biggest groups were the Arabs and the Jews.  

 

 

  
TO UNDERSTAND THE BELIEFS  

OF PALESTINIAN CHILDREN AS THEY GREW OLDER 

Go to  

VIDEOS ð TEACHING PALESTINIAN CHILDREN 
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SEARCHING FOR TEXT 

 

1. Access the  Search Function : 

¶ Keyboard  Shortcut :  

Press Ctrl  + F on Windows or Command + F on Mac. This opens the search bar. 

¶ Menu  Option :  

In some PDF readers, you can also find the search option in the menu. Look for 

'Edit' > 'Find'.  

2. Enter the  Search Term : Type the word or phrase you want to find in the search bar. 

3. Use 'Next' or 'Previous' buttons  to navigate through occurrences of the term in the 

document. 

4. You will  see three  headings  

 Headings        Pages    Results 

 Click all three headings individually and you will see what each heading has found.  

5.     Click on what  you  require  

 You will see what has been found in yellow       

Click on what you want.  The computer  will take you to it. 
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HAMAS-ISRAEL TIMELINE 1987- 2025 

 

ChatGPT September 2025 

Here's a visual timeline of recent key events from the ongoing IsraelïHamas war,  

illustrated through an image that charts momentous developments 

ðparticularly from October 2023 onward.  

 

HISTORICAL ROOTS OF HAMASïISRAEL CONFLICT 

¶ 1987 ï Founding of Hamas: The group emerged at the start of the First Intifada as an 

offshoot of the Muslim Brotherhood, initiating attacks on Israeli military targets shortly 

thereafter namastevoice.co.uk. 

¶ 1993ï2002 ï Rise in Hostilities: Hamas rejected the Oslo peace process, responding with 

suicide bombings and bus attacks in Israel, significantly escalating tensions 

namastevoice.co.uk. 

¶ 2000 ï Second Intifada: Another major outbreak of violence followed Ariel Sharonôs visit to 

Al-Aqsa Mosque, resulting in widespread unrest and casualties namastevoice.co.uk. 

 

EXPANDED TIMELINE OF HAMASïISRAEL WARS (2004ï2025) 

 

Early 2000sï2010s: Cycles of War 

¶ 2004 ï Operation Days of Penitence (SeptïOct) 

Å Israeli offensive in northern Gaza (Beit Hanoun, Beit Lahia, Jabalia). 

Å ~130 Palestinians killed, infrastructure heavily damaged. 

¶ 2005 ï Gaza Disengagement 

Å Israel withdrew all settlements and military presence from Gaza. 

Å Hamas later won the 2006 Palestinian elections Ÿ led to international sanctions and border 

restrictions. 

¶ 2008ï2009 ï Operation Cast Lead 

Å Full-scale Israeli air and ground campaign (Dec 2008ïJan 2009). 

Å 1,166ï1,417 Palestinians killed, 13 Israelis killed. 

Å 46,000 homes destroyed/displaced. 
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¶ 2012 ï Operation Pillar of Defense (Nov) 

Å 8 days of airstrikes and rocket fire. 

Å ~167 Palestinians and 6 Israelis killed. 

¶ 2014 ï Operation Protective Edge (JulyïAug) 

Å Intense 7-week war. 

Å ~2,200 Palestinians (70% civilians) and 73 Israelis killed. 

¶ 2021 ï May 2021 War 

Å 11 days of hostilities after clashes in Jerusalem. 

Å Over 250 Palestinians and 13 Israelis killed. 

 

2023ï2025: The Long Gaza War 

October 7, 2023 ï Hamas Surprise Attack 

¶ 1,200 Israelis killed, 251 hostages taken. 

¶ Israel declares war Ÿ airstrikes + full Gaza blockade. 

Late 2023 ï 2024: Escalation 

¶ Ground invasion begins. 

¶ Humanitarian crisis deepens Ÿ tens of thousands killed, famine warnings issued. 

JanuaryïMarch 2025 ï Ceasefire Attempt 

¶ Jan 19, 2025: Three-phase ceasefire begins, with hostage-prisoner swaps. 

¶ March 18, 2025: Ceasefire collapses. 

¶ Israel launches Operation Might and Sword Ÿ 855+ Palestinians killed in a single day. 

MayïAugust 2025 ï Expanded Operations 

¶ MayïAug: May Gaza Offensive ð aimed to occupy 75% of Gaza (inconclusive). 

¶ May 26+: Battle of Khan Yunis ð fierce urban fighting. 

¶ July 5ïAug 2: Beit Hanoun offensive and siege ð ended in Israeli victory. 

¶ Aug 20+: Gaza City offensive begins Ÿ 50,000 civilians displaced. 

 

September 2025: Regional Expansion 

¶ Sept 8: 

Å Shooting at Jerusalem bus stop kills 6 civilians. 

Å Israel vows a ñmighty hurricaneò of strikes if Hamas does not surrender and release hostages. 

¶ Sept 9: 

Å Israel conducts unprecedented airstrikes in Doha, Qatar, targeting Hamas leaders. 

Å Gaza City residents ordered to fully evacuate as Israeli ground forces advance. 
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ύὼώᾀᾁᾂ  Timeline Table (Quick View) 

Period Major Events 

2004 Days of Penitence (northern Gaza offensive) 

2005 Gaza disengagement; Hamas election win 

2008ï2009 Operation Cast Lead (First Gaza War) 

2012 Operation Pillar of Defense 

2014 Operation Protective Edge (Second Gaza War) 

2021 May war (11 days) 

Oct 2023 Hamas surprise attack; Israel declares war 

2023ï2024 Gaza blockade, invasion, famine 

JanïMar 2025 Ceasefire & hostage exchanges 

18 Mar 2025 Operation Might and Sword restarts war 

MayïAug 2025 Major offensives (Khan Yunis, Beit Hanoun, Gaza City) 

8ï9 Sept 2025 Jerusalem shooting; ñhurricaneò strikes planned; Israel strikes Hamas in Qatar 
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JEWISH-ROMAN WARS BETWEEN 66 AND 135CE 

WIKIPEDIA 

JewishïRoman Wars 

 

Date 66ï135 CE (70 years) 

Location Judaea, Egypt, Cyprus, Cyrenaica, Mesopotamia 

Result Roman victory: 

¶ Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple 

¶ Widespread destruction in Judea 
and diaspora of many survivors 

¶ Consolidation of Jewish sects 
into Rabbinic Judaism 

¶ Growing 
separation of Christianity from Judaism 

¶ Consolidation of Jewish center in Galilee 

Territorial 
changes 

Judaea remains under Roman control; 
renamed Syria Palaestina 

 

Belligerents 

Roman Empire 

Judean provisional 
government 
Jewish Zealots 

 

Jewish rebels 

 

Judea under Bar Kokhba 

Commanders and leaders 
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Titus 

 Vespasian 

 Marcus Lupus 

Marcius Turbo 

 Lusius Quietus 

 

Hadrian 

 Sextus Julius Severus 

Hannan 
Eleazar ben Hanania 

Bar Giora 
Eleazar 
John 

Artemion 
Lukuas 

Julian and Pappus 

 

Simon bar Kokhba À 
Eleazar of Modi'im 

Strength 

Great revolt: 30,000 (Beth 
Horon) ï 60,000 (siege of 

Jerusalem) 

 

Kitos War: forces of the eastern 
legions 

 

Bar Kokhba revolt: 6ï7 full 
legions with cohorts and 
auxiliaries of 5ï6 additional 
legions ï about 120,000 total. 

Great revolt: 25,000+ Jewish 
militias 

20,000 Idumeans 

 

Kitos War: loosely organized 
tens of thousands 

 

Bar Kokhba revolt: 200,000ï
400,000b militiamen 

Casualties and losses 

Great revolt: Legio XII 
Fulminata lost its aquila and 
Syrian contingent destroyed ï 
about 20,000 casualties; 

thousands of Roman civilians 
slain 

 

Kitos War: 240,000 killed in 
Cyprusa,[1] 200,000 killed 

in Cyrenaicaa 

 

Bar Kokhba revolt: Legio XXII 
Deiotariana destroyed, 
Legio IX Hispana possibly 

disbanded,[2] 
Legio X Fretensis ï sustained 

heavy casualties 

Great revolt: 1,356,460 
Jewish civilians and militia 
killed by Romans [3] ï 
perhaps hundreds of 
thousands of non-Jewish 
civilians (mostly trapped 
visitors) killed; enslavement 

of 97,000ï99,000c 

 

Kitos War: 200,000 killed[4] 
Annihilation of Jewish 
communities in Cyprus, 
Cyrenaica and Alexandria 

 

Bar Kokhba revolt: 
580,000a killed,[5] 

985 Jewish strongholds and 
villages destroyeda 

350,000[6]ï1,400,000[7] fatalities 
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[a] per Cassius Dio[8] 
[b] according to Rabbinic sources 

[c] per Josephus[9] 

 

 

The JewishïRoman wars were a series of large-scale revolts by the Jews of Judaea against the Roman 

Empire between 66 and 135 CE.[10] The conflict was driven by Jewish aspirations to restore the political 

independence lost when Rome conquered the Hasmonean kingdom, and unfolded over three major 

uprisings: the First JewishïRoman War (66ï73 CE), the Kitos War (116ï118 CE) and the Bar Kokhba 

revolt (132ï136 CE). Some historians also include the Diaspora Revolt (115ï117 CE) which coincided with 

the Kitos War, when Jewish communities across the Eastern Mediterranean rose up against Roman rule. 

The JewishïRoman wars had a devastating impact on the Jewish people, turning them from a major 

population in the Eastern Mediterranean into a dispersed and persecuted minority.[11] The First Jewish-

Roman War ended with the devastating siege and destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE, including the burning 

of the Second Templeðthe center of Jewish religious and national life. Roman forces destroyed other 

towns and villages throughout Judaea, causing massive loss of life and displacement of the 

population.[12] The surviving Jewish community lost all political autonomy under direct Roman rule.[13] The 

later Bar Kokhba revolt proved even more devastating. The Romans' brutal suppression of this uprising led 

to the near-total depopulation of Judea through a combination of battlefield casualties, mass killings, and 

the widespread enslavement of survivors.[14][15] 

These catastrophic events expanded and strengthened the Jewish diaspora, driving profound religious and 

cultural transformations that would shape Judaism for millennia. With the Temple's sacrificial cult no longer 

viable, other forms of worship developed, centered on prayer, Torah study, and 

communal synagogue gatherings, enabling Jewish communities to preserve their identity and practices 

despite dispersion. As Jewish life in Judaea became untenable, two major shifts occurred: within the Land 

of Israel, the cultural center shifted northward to Galilee, while internationally, Babylonia and other diaspora 

communities across the Mediterranean and Near East gained unprecedented importance, eventually 

comprising the majority of the Jewish population. These developments laid the foundation for Rabbinic 

Judaism, which emerged as the dominant form of Judaism in late antiquity and was responsible for the 

codification of the Mishnah and Talmud. 

THE JEWISHïROMAN WARS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:[16] 

¶ First JewishïRoman War (66ï73)ðalso called the First Jewish Revolt or the Great Jewish Revolt, 

spanning from the 66 insurrection, through the 67 fall of the Galilee, the destruction of Jerusalem 

and the Second Temple and institution of the Fiscus Judaicus in 70, and finally the fall of Masada in 

73. 
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¶ Diaspora revolt (115ï117)ðknown as the "Rebellion of the Exile" and sometimes called the Second 

JewishïRoman War; includes the Kitos War in Judaea. 

¶ Bar Kokhba revolt (132ï136)ðalso called the Second JewishïRoman War (if the Kitos War is not 

counted), or the Third (if it is). 
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ISRAELI STRIKE TARGETS HAMAS LEADERSHIP IN QATAR 

Israeli PM Netanyahu announces strike against "top terrorist chieftains of Hamas" 

FOX NEWS     Greg Norman , Trey Yingst   September 9 2005 

Israel's military targeted senior Hamas leadership in Qatar with an airstrike on Tuesday. 

"The IDF and ISA [Shin Bet] conducted a precise strike targeting the senior leadership of the Hamas 

terrorist organization," the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said in a statement. 

Khalil al-Hayya and Zaher Jabarin were the two targets of the Israeli strikes, Fox News chief foreign 

correspondent Trey Yingst said Tuesday, citing initial reports. Israeli officials told Fox News Digital that the 

U.S. was informed in advance of the strikes. 

"For years, these members of the Hamas leadership have led the terrorist organization's operations, are 

directly responsible for the brutal October 7 massacre, and have been orchestrating and managing the war 

against the State of Israel. Prior to the strike, measures were taken in order to mitigate harm to civilians, 

including the use of precise munitions and additional intelligence," the IDF added. 

TRUMP DELIVERS ULTIMATUM TO HAMAS: ACCEPT DEAL AND RELEASE HOSTAGES OR PAY 

THE CONSEQUENCES 

 

A damaged building is seen in Doha, Qatar, on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025,  

following an Israeli attack on Hamas leaders. (Reuters/Ibraheem Abu Mustafa) 

"The IDF and ISA will continue to operate with determination in order to defeat the Hamas terrorist 

organization responsible for the October 7 massacre," it also said. 

Qatar's Foreign Ministry said in a statement obtained by Fox News that, "The State of Qatar condemns in 

the strongest terms the cowardly Israeli attack targeting the residential headquarters of several members of 

the Hamas Political Bureau in the Qatari capital, Doha.  
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MULTIPLE PEOPLE KILLED IN SHOOTING ATTACK ON JERUSALEM BUS 

"The Ministry affirms that security agencies, civil defense, and relevant authorities immediately began 

responding to the incident and taking the necessary measures to contain its consequences and ensure the 

safety of residents and surrounding areas," the spokesperson said. "This criminal attack constitutes a 

flagrant violation of all international laws and norms and a serious threat to the security and safety of 

Qataris and residents of Qatar. 

 

Smoke rises after several blasts were heard in Doha, Qatar,  

on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025.   (Reuters/Ibraheem Abu Mustafa) 

Al-Hayya recently was involved in talks for a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip and the release of the remaining 

hostages being held by the Palestinian terrorist group Hamas. 

Zaher Jabarin is responsible for Hamas' finances and is a key player in the terrorist organization's West 

Bank operations. He reportedly was involved in the negotiations as well, although his role was less 

prominent. 

"Today's action against the top terrorist chieftains of Hamas was a wholly independent Israeli operation," 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a statement. "Israel initiated it, Israel conducted it, and 

Israel takes full responsibility." 

The U.S. Embassy in Qatar said it "instituted a shelter-in-place order" in the wake of the strikes. 

 

The explosions were reported in the Katara area of Doha, Qatar. (Fox News) 

 

"We have seen reports of missile strikes occurring in 

Doha," the embassy said on X. "U.S. citizens are 

advised to shelter-in-place and monitor U.S. Embassy 

Doha social media for updates."Fox News' Efrat 

Lachter contributed to this report. 
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HOW A PALESTINIAN SLOGAN HAS IGNITED DEBATE  

ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES AND BEYOND 

THE WASHINGTON POST    Updated May 2, 2024 

 

A decades-old rallying cry for Palestinian nationalist aspirations has reached a new, broad audience among 

opponents of Israelôs military campaign in the Gaza Strip ð and become a controversial focal point in 

protests on U.S. college campuses as they have escalated over recent weeks. 

At protests and on social media, activists and pro-Palestinian demonstrators have used the phrase ñfrom 

the river to the seaò to express support for the cause of Gaza and Palestinians in the Israeli-occupied West 

Bank. The slogan refers to the territory between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea ð which 

includes the state of Israel ð and is often followed by a second clause: ñPalestine will be free.ò 
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Some people have interpreted the phrase as a call to eradicate Israel. Critics, including some Jewish 

American organizations, say it constitutes antisemitic speech. A rise in antisemitic attacks in the United 

States and Europe since the start of the war has contributed to the unease. 

Pro-Palestinian activists say the phrase is encompassing enough to express a range of visions, and that 

the controversy about it serves to silence dissent over Israelôs assault on Hamas in Gaza, launched in 

response to the Hamas attack on Israeli communities on Oct. 7. 

The phrase has been chanted and displayed on signs at protests on college campuses across the United 

States amid unrest and clashes between protesters, counterprotesters and law enforcement. Intertwined in 

the tumult are accusations that some of the speech and actions by students protesting the war in Gaza are 

antisemitic. 

Hereôs what to know about the origins of the phrase, its connotations and the controversy it has caused. 

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT 

Israel launched a strike on a suburb of southern Beirut on Friday, the first such attack on the Lebanese 

capital since Israel and Hezbollah agreed to a ceasefire late last year. Why has Israel broken its ceasefire 

with Hamas in Gaza? Hereôs what we know about the hostages remaining in Gaza. 

End of carousel 

IT GAINED TRACTION AS A CALL FOR A óSECULAR, DEMOCRATIC, FREE PALESTINEô 

Itôs not clear when the slogan emerged, but scholars say it started gaining traction in the 1960s among 

Palestinian activists and intellectuals who were made refugees by the 1948 war. 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict: A chronology 

During that conflict, an estimated 700,000 Palestinians either fled or were expelled from their homes by 

Israeli forces, after which the state of Israel was established. Many of them settled in the West Bank, which 

was later annexed by Jordan, and in Gaza, which was administered by Egypt. (Israel captured both 

territories in the 1967 war with neighboring Arab states.) 

Palestinian refugees began developing the idea of a ñfree Palestineò ð a ñsecular, democratic, freeò state, 

from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea, Maha Nassar, an associate professor of Middle East 

history and Islamic studies at the University of Arizona, said in an interview in November. 

Later, the phrase was taken up by supporters of the Palestine Liberation Organization, or PLO, the coalition 

founded in 1964 that remains the official representative of the Palestinian people at the United Nations. In 

the rounds of conflicts and uprisings in the decades that followed, it became popular among different 

Palestinian factions. 
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More recently, supporters of Hamas, the militant group that controls Gaza, have adopted the slogan. The 

groupôs charter, in which the phrase does not appear, calls for a movement that ñhits deep into the earth 

and spreads to hug the sky.ò 

ñPalestine is ours from the river to the sea and from the south to the north,ò Khaled Meshal, then leader of 

the groupôs political wing, said in a 2012 speech in Gaza celebrating the 25th anniversary of the founding of 

Hamas, the Associated Press reported. 

in the wake of its actions since Hamas's Oct. 7 incursion into Israel. (Sean Gallup/Getty Images) 

What is the two-state solution for Israelis and Palestinians? 

TO SOME, ITôS A CALL FOR PEACE 

To many Palestinians and their supporters, ñmin an-nahr ila al-bahr,ò ñfrom the river to the sea,ò is still a call 

for a peaceful land ð though not always with the aim of a single, secular state. The slogan does not 

conjure ña specific political platform,ò Nassar said. Instead, it is a call for an ñimagined future of peace and 

freedom.ò 

Itôs ña call to end the occupationò by Israel, she said, and a ñcall for an ability to returnò to areas from which 

Palestinians fled or were expelled. The internationally recognized ñright of returnò to land and home, held by 

refugees including many Palestinians, has long been a key point of dispute in the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict. 

Rep. Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.), the only Palestinian American member of Congress, was censured in 

November for her remarks about the conflict, including a video she posted on social media of protesters 

chanting the slogan. Tlaib, in a post on X, defended the phrase as ñan aspirational call for freedom, human 

rights, and peaceful coexistence, not death, destruction, or hate.ò 

The slogan is ña demand for democratic coexistence between Jews and Arabs,ò the American-Arab Anti-

Discrimination Committee said in a statement defending Tlaib. 

UNDERSTANDING THE ISRAEL-GAZA WAR 

Go To The Washington Post 

Gazans are again going hungry as Israelôs total siege nears two months 

April 30, 2025 

Israel broke its ceasefire with Hamas in Gaza. What happened? 

March 18, 2025 

An unlikely team of U.S. negotiators wrestled Israel and Hamas to a ceasefi... 

January 18, 2025 
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Hereôs what we know about the Israel-Hamas ceasefire deal 

January 17, 2025 

Hamas took 251 hostages from Israel into Gaza. Where are they? 

June 26, 2025 

Israel has waged one of this centuryôs most destructive wars in Gaza 

December 23, 2023 

Crutches and chocolate croissants: Gaza aid items Israel has rejected 

April 11, 2024 

Six months of the Israel-Gaza war: A timeline of key moments 

April 7, 2024 

What to know about Israelôs controversial óbuffer zoneô in Gaza 

January 24, 2024 

Whatôs BDS, the movement to boycott Israel with a new social media followin... 

January 23, 2024 

What is the two-state solution for Israelis and Palestinians? 

November 7, 2023 

Why are Israel and Hamas at war? A basic explainer. 

November 22, 2023 
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Visualizing the size of Gaza City compared with U.S. cities 

October 17, 2023 

What is Hamas, and why did it attack Israel now? 

October 31, 2023 

How Hamas broke through Israelôs border defenses during Oct. 7 attack 

October 27, 2023 

What qualifies as genocide? Breaking down the ICJ case against Israel. ... 

January 26, 2024 

Who will run Gaza after the war? U.S. searches for best of bad options. 

December 3, 2023 

What is happening in Gazaôs Khan Younis, as Israelôs offensive heads south 

December 12, 2023 

Who are the hostages released by Hamas so far? Here is the latest list. 

December 4, 2023 

TO OTHERS, ITôS ANTISEMITIC 

Many Jews, Jewish organizations and advocates for Israel, among others, view the slogan as antisemitic. 

ñThe vast majority of Jews in many contexts, hearing that slogan, hear something that feels deeply 

threatening and offensive, and many, many Jews would characterize it as antisemitic,ò Ethan Katz, an 

associate professor of history and Jewish studies at the University of California at Berkeley, said in an 

interview last year. 

At best, Katz said, the slogan comes across to many Jews as a call for the end of the state of Israel. At its 

worst, he said, itôs a call for ñthe annihilation of Jews living between the river and the sea.ò The attack by 

Hamas on Oct. 7 has amplified negative interpretations of the phrase, he said. 

The Anti-Defamation League, an advocacy group devoted to identifying and fighting antisemitism, in 

a statement in October, described the slogan as ñan antisemitic charge denying the Jewish right to self-

determination, including through the removal of Jews from their ancestral homeland.ò 

Such fears touch on memories of genocide and displacement instilled in Jewish communities by Nazi 

Germanyôs eradication of some 6 million Jews in the Holocaust. 

Many pro-Palestinian advocates say that ñfrom the river to the seaò does not call for the expulsion of Jews, 

and that extreme interpretations of the slogan are misguided. ñThe attempts to redefine this chant by those 
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who are not Palestinian is an overreach and mischaracterization,ò the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 

Committee said. 

Other defenders of the phrase contend that even maximally interpreted, it conveys an inverse of the stated 

ambitions of leaders of the Israeli settler movement, which has ties to the current Israeli government. 

Itôs ñimportant to center those who are actually using the phrase and what it means to themò in discussions 

about the sloganôs meaning, Nassar said. Attacks on those who use the phrase, however well intentioned, 

serve to disarm Palestinians and their supporters of a powerful rhetorical tool, she said. 

Intent aside, Katz said, people using the phrase should ñthink carefully about how the slogan is heard in this 

moment.ò 

 

Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.) takes photos of Rep. Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.) and Cori Bush (D-Mo.) as they 

pose in Washington during a call for a cease-fire between Israel and Gaza on Nov. 8. Tlaib was censured 

the day before over her ñfrom the river to the seaò comments. (Haiyun Jiang for The Washington Post) 

THE SLOGAN IS COMMONPLACE AT COLLEGE PROTESTS 

Protests against the war in Gaza have been ongoing since October, but demonstrations on college 

campuses across the United States in recent weeks have become a focus of national attention. The phrase 

ñfrom the river to the seaò can be seen and heard at many of the protests. 

Columbia University in New York and UCLA are among the colleges where the demonstrations have 

been particularly fraught, but hundreds of people have been arrested on campuses across the country, 

according to a Washington Post tally. 

Universities have historically been the nuclei of antiwar protests and discussions over free speech. Some of 

the debate over free speech at college campuses in recent weeks has centered on when free speech 

begins to intrude on the rights of other students, who may feel that protestersô statements or actions create 

an unsafe environment for them. 
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Just over a quarter of U.S. undergraduate students view the phrase ñfrom the river to the seaò as calling for 

Palestinians to replace Israelis in the region, even if it means forcibly expelling or committing genocide 

against Jews, according to a poll conducted by the University of Chicago. About the same percentage of 

students said the phrase meant Palestinians and Israelis should live in two separate states side by side. 

But among Jewish students, about two-thirds said the phrase was calling for genocide or the forced 

expulsion of Jews from the territory. Among Muslim students, 42 percent said it called for a two-state 

solution and 14 percent said it was calling for genocide. The survey was of 5,233 undergraduate students in 

December and January and has a margin of error of plus or minus one percentage point for the general 

student population, and plus or minus two to seven percentage points when broken down by religion. 

 

 

Who are the hostages believed to still be alive in Gaza? 

June 26, 2025 

 MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT  

Israelôs military launched a large-scale bombing campaign on the Gaza Strip on March 18, breaking the 

fragile ceasefire with Hamas that had been in place since late January. Follow updates on the conflict and 

the hostages remaining in Gaza. 

The Israel -Gaza war:  On Oct. 7, 2023 , Hamas militants launched an unprecedented cross-border 

attack on Israel, killing about 1,200 people and taking civilian hostages. Israel declared war on Hamas in 

response, launching a ground invasion that fueled the biggest displacement in the region since Israelôs 

creation in 1948. In July 2024, Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was killed in an attack Hamas has blamed on 

Israel. 

Hezbollah: In late 2024, Israel and Lebanonôs Hezbollah agreed to a ceasefire deal, bringing a tenuous 

halt to more than a year of hostilities that included an Israeli invasion of southern Lebanon. Israelôs 
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airstrikes into Lebanon had been intense and deadly, killing over 1,400 people including Hassan Nasrallah, 

Hezbollahôs longtime leader. The  

Gaza crisis: In the Gaza Strip, Israel has waged one of this centuryôs moIsrael-Lebanon border has a 

history of violence that dates back to Israelôs founding.st destructive wars, killing tens of thousands and 

plunging at least half of the population into ñfamine-like conditions.ò For months, Israel has resisted 

pressure from Western allies to allow more humanitarian aid into the enclave. 

U.S. involvement: Despite tensions between Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and some U.S. 

politicians, including then-President Joe Biden, the United States supports Israel with weapons, funds aid 

packages, and has vetoed or abstained from the United Nationsô ceasefire resolutions 

 

By Bryan Pietsch 

Bryan Pietsch is a reporter on the International desk covering foreign affairs. He was previously based in 

Seoul, where he was the inaugural reporter in The Post's news hub there. 
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CHAPTER TITLE: THE WAR WITHOUT END: GAZA 2023ï2025  

AND THE COLLAPSE OF STRATEGIC IMAGINATION (AI) 

ChatGPT  AI    12 July 2025 

 

CHAPTER SUMMARY (AT A GLANCE) 

Category Key Data & Insights 

Start of War October 7, 2023 ï Hamas attack kills ~1,200 Israelis, takes ~250 hostages 

Casualties (as of mid-

2025) 

38,000+ Palestinians killed (UN estimate), majority civilian; ~600 Israeli 

soldiers 

Displacement Over 1.9 million Gazans (85% of population) internally displaced 

Hamas Operational Status Militarily degraded but not destroyed; command cells still active 

Ceasefires Attempted 8+ major attempts; all broke down over sequencing and trust issues 

Key Blockage to Peace 
No trusted post-Hamas authority; zero-sum goals; deep domestic political 

divides 

Forecast (No Hamas) Best case: Peace process begins in 1ï3 years with PA or hybrid body 

 

Chapter I: The Firestarter ï October 7 and the Warôs Genesis 

Timeline: October 2023 

¶ On October 7, 2023, Hamas militants breached the Gaza-Israel border and killed over 1,200 people, 

mostly civilians. 

¶ Israel responded with a declaration of war, mass mobilization, and an air-ground invasion of Gaza. 

¶ Israelôs objective was total: ñdestroy Hamasôs military and governance capabilities.ò 

This war became the longest and most devastating Gaza war in history, with no definitive end in sight. 

Chapter II: Why the War Keeps Going ï Strategic Deadlock 

Timeline: November 2023 ï Ongoing 

1. Asymmetric Warfare 

¶ Hamas operates within civilian infrastructure, using human shields. 
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¶ Israel's military objectives cause massive civilian casualties, which in turn increase global pressure. 

2. Elusive War Aims 

¶ Israel seeks total Hamas destruction. 

¶ Hamas aims to survive and be seen as the resistance. 

¶ No shared war termination point exists. 

Chapter III: Political Paralysis ï On All Fronts 

Timeline: December 2023 ï April 2024 

A. Israel 

¶ Netanyahu's right-wing coalition opposes Palestinian sovereignty. 

¶ October 7 trauma solidifies public resistance to compromise. 

B. Palestinian Divisions 

¶ PA and Hamas remain ideologically and territorially split. 

¶ No viable, unified leadership to replace Hamas. 

C. Arab States 

¶ Egypt, Jordan, Gulf states refuse governance of Gaza post-Hamas. 

¶ Fear entanglement in an unsolvable crisis. 

Chapter IV: Ceasefires That Failed ï The Patterns 

Timeline: November 2023 ï July 2025 

1. What Was Proposed 

¶ Phased Israeli withdrawal 

¶ Hostage-for-prisoner exchanges 

¶ Humanitarian aid restoration 

2. Why They Collapsed 

¶ Deep mistrust 

¶ Disagreement over sequencing 

¶ Lack of domestic political room for compromise 

Key Ceasefire Dates: 
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¶ Nov 2023: Qatar-brokered truce ï collapsed within 10 days 

¶ Jan 2024: US-Egyptian plan ï Israel rejected terms 

¶ Mar 2024: Saudi initiative ï derailed by political shifts in Israel 

¶ Jun 2024: Egypt-hosted talks ï Hamas refused sequencing 

Chapter V: Humanitarian Catastrophe and Moral Fatigue 

Timeline: January 2024 ï Ongoing 

¶ Gaza faces famine, disease, infrastructure collapse. 

¶ UN reports Gaza's north entered famine. 

¶ Civilian suffering used by both sides as leverage and narrative weapon. 

Chapter VI: Regional Echoes ï The Spread of the Conflict 

Timeline: October 2023 ï Mid 2025 

1. Hezbollah 

¶ Near-daily rocket fire into northern Israel. 

¶ Israel responds but avoids full-scale war. 

2. Iran 

¶ Supports Hamas, Hezbollah, and other proxies. 

¶ Goal: undermine Israel and Arab normalization. 

3. U.S. and Gulf States 

¶ Ceasefire efforts tied to future Palestinian statehood. 

¶ Saudi normalization delayed, not dead. 
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Chapter VII: What Would Peace Without Hamas Take? 

Timeframe & Scenarios 

Peace Path Requirements Likelihood Timeframe 

PA Governance of Gaza Hamas collapse, PA reform, Israeli agreement Medium 1ï2 years 

International Trusteeship UN/Egypt/UAE forces, global mandate 
Lowï

Medium 
2ï3 years 

Israel Reoccupies Gaza Long-term military control, high insurgency risk Low 
5ï10 

years 

Normalization-for-Statehood 

Deal 

U.S.-Saudi-led deal tied to Palestinian 

sovereignty 

Lowï

Medium 
3ï5 years 

Chapter VIII: Conclusion ï What Sustains a Forever War 

Ongoing Conditions (2023ï2025) 

This is not just a war of weapons but of: 

¶ Narratives: Resistance vs Genocide 

¶ Structures: Political division and paralysis 

¶ Psychology: Trauma, vengeance, legitimacy 

¶ Incentives: Leaders who gain from continued conflict 

Peace is impossible without a legitimate post-Hamas political body and a unified international framework to 

support it. 

Chapter Summary (Takeaways & Data) 

Indicator Value/Insight 

Duration (to date) 20+ months and counting 

Deaths 38,000+ Palestinians, ~1,200 Israelis (civilians), ~600 soldiers 

Displacement 85% of Gazaôs population displaced 

Hamas Status Weakened militarily, but not destroyed; leadership partially intact 

Ceasefire Failures At least 8 attempts collapsed due to trust, sequencing, and politics 

Best-case Peace Forecast 12ï36 months if Hamas is sidelined and PA/international force steps in 
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WHY IS ISRAEL UNABLE TO EXPLAIN THE WAR  

IN GAZA TO THE WORLD? 

THE JEWISH STRATEGIC TRIBUNE  Ksenia Svetlova December 2023 

 

 
 

A Palestinian refugee watching Gaza news on television in Bourj al-Barajneh Refugee Camp  

in Beirut, Lebanon, October 25, 2023. Photo credit: REUTERS/Amr Alfiky. 

The scope of the massacres committed by Hamas terrorists and Gazan civilians in southern Israel on 

October 7 deeply shocked Israeli society. In the aftermath of October 7 Israel was shocked a second time ï 

by multiple denials of the massacre, the indifference to Israeli women who were raped and Israeli children 

who were kidnapped, and a generally hostile public opinion among young people in the West. Very soon 

the world was mostly busy with the war in Gaza, quickly and conveniently forgetting the origins of this war. 

Hamas terrorists who slit throats, beheaded victims and raped women were referred as ñmilitantsò or 

ñparamilitary activists.ò Claims made by Hamas officials were uncritically adopted and entered into the news 

cycle stream. 

David and Goliath 

One can support Israel or criticize it, or both, but Hamasô own footage circulating online on October 7 was 

more than enough to indict the group. The footage showed the lifeless bodies of young women being 

stepped on and dragged into Gaza, bloody pants and slit ankles of another young woman, a terrified 

mother who held two babies in her hands, and hundreds of dead bodies of innocent party goers who were 

trying to escape the slaughter. 

As soon as Israel began launching airstrikes, the footage from Gaza poured in, showing civilian casualties 

in a more graphic and detailed fashion (Israel doesnôt show mutilated bodies of its citizens out of respect to 

them). The question of proportionality emerged. Israel seemed unable to explain that it is not pounding 

Gaza to kill civilians but to eliminate the terrorist regime whose leaders promised to repeat the October 7 

massacre again and again. 
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Israel was also fighting against a narrative of David versus Goliath. Israel was now Goliath, while the 

Palestinians in Hamas-controlled Gaza were David. For decades Israelis had been David, constantly 

threatened by their neighbors who vowed to throw it into the sea. Today Israel is a prosperous state with a 

strong army and wide web of relations in the Arab world. While these facts should not detract one iota from 

the horrors of the Hamas attack against Israeli civilians, the narrative of weak versus strong couldnôt 

accommodate this nuance. 

Atrocities committed by Hamas, from a suicide attack in a bus to an organized mass-murder in the 

kibbutzim, are excused by the disparity of power and the fact that there is ongoing conflict between Israel 

and the Palestinians that includes military occupation of some Palestinian territories. In fact, a UN official 

recently made this claim. 

 

An Israeli soldier inspects a house in Kibbutz Beôeri burned by Hamas in the October 7 attack.  

Photo credit: REUTERS/Athit Perawongmetha. 

THE POWER OF CLICKBAIT 

On the night of October 17, Al-Ahli al-Arabi Hospital, which was founded and is still managed by the 

Episcopal Church, was bombed. Within one hour, the Hamas Ministry of Health in Gaza made a statement 

blaming Israel for the blast and claiming that it resulted in 500 dead Palestinians. The IDF had to 

investigate the event, and while every news media was already quoting Hamas, the IDF was slow to 

respond. After a few hours, the IDF issued a detailed explanation of the incident showing it was an Islamic 

Jihad rocket that had misfired and hit the hospital ï but the narrative was already written in stone. An 

investigation of Human Rights Watch, published much later, also pointed out that ñit was highly unlikely that 

an Israeli rocket hit the hospitalò, But by then no one cared, and Hamas continues to include the casualties 

in the list of those who were killed in Israeli strikes.  

Thorough investigations take time, yet the traditional media that competes with social media often wonôt 

wait; it needs all the evidence presented immediately. Unfortunately speed can lead to errors. When the 

IDF spokesperson hastily revealed that the soldiers had discovered a calendar with the names of terrorists 
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in Rantisi Hospital who were guarding the hostages, every Arabic speaker could immediately tell that the 

calendar didnôt include any names, just weekdays in Arabic. This mistake was immediately used by the 

media as well as bloggers as the ñultimate proof that Israel doesnôt have any evidence to support its claims 

regarding Hamas turning hospitals into terror bases.ò  

INFORMATION WARS OF THE 21 CENTURY 

Israel has discovered that it doesnôt have enough qualified professionals who are both knowledgeable and 

media-savvy to convey the facts and their meaning to the general public, including in English. The IDF also 

does little work in Russian or other languages. It is slow to respond to journalistsô inquiries (often ignoring 

them altogether) and to realize that everything needs to be documented and presented without edits, 

because everything will be doubted and questioned. Itôs not clear what happened to the money that was 

spent by the Israeli government on overlapping ministries for information, public affairs, combatting the 

Boycott, Divestment Sanctions movement. But itôs evident that Israel must do a better job in responding to 

media inquiries, revealing more details about the course of the war, presenting reliable evidence and 

debunking fakes. 

 

IDF spokesperson Daniel Hagari shows a tunnel in Gaza, November 2023.  

Photo credit: Israel Defense Forces/Handout via REUTERS. 

UNDER THE MAGNIFYING GLASS 

In 2014, Matti Friedman penned a seminal article in The Atlantic titled ñWhat the West gets wrong about 

Israelò where he argued that negative stories about Israel receive a disproportionate share of media 

attention. òWhen I was a correspondent at the AP, the agency had more than 40 staffers covering Israel and 

the Palestinian territories. That was significantly more news staff than the AP had in China, Russia, or India, 

or in all of the 50 countries of sub-Saharan Africa combined. It was higher than the total number of news-

gathering employees in all the countries where the uprisings of the ñArab Springò eventually erupted. To 

offer a sense of scale: before the outbreak of the civil war in Syria, the permanent AP presence in that 

country consisted of a single regime-approved stringer. The APôs editors believed, that is, that Syriaôs 

importance was less than one-40th that of Israelò. 
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Both traditional and new media continue to operate in the same mode a decade later. Neither Sudan, 

where a militia is busy slaughtering Sudanese citizens by the thousands, nor Syria, where Turkey 

is shelling the Kurds, gets reasonable media or public attention. An ironic hashtag ñno jews, no newsò is 

often used by Israelis who are well aware of this reality. 

USEFUL IDIOTS IN THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT 

 Itôs also important to note the role played by some Israeli government ministers in reinforcing the David 

versus Goliath narrative. For instance, government ministers who said that there are no civilians in Gaza 

and hence itôs okay to cut the water supply to the Strip (although Israel renewed its water supply to the 

Strip), who explained that the Palestinians should be pushed to Sinai and who vowed to renew the 

settlements in Gaza ï they helped to enhance Israelôs image as a bully who exploits whatever the 

Palestinians did to take over more land and expel Palestinians 

Prime Minister Netanyahu himself focused for years not on the very real terror of Hamas, but rather on the 

so-called ñdiplomatic terrorò of Mahmoud Abbas. The Palestinian Authority President actually refused to 

resort to violence as destructive of the Palestinian case. But Netanyahu had blurred the distinction between 

various Palestinian factions by crying ñwolfò about the Palestinian Authority. After bashing every single 

Palestinian as a ñterrorist,ò he ensured the world stopped paying attention to the real terrorists, especially 

since Israel via Qatar was doing business with them until very recently. 

There is certainly room for Israel to improve its media tactics, employ more professionals, allow more 

access to information, require its politicians to exercise more discipline. Yet, some of the reasons for Israelôs 

negative coverage are unrelated to efforts to explain itself better. There is long-term media bias, a made-

only-for-Israel magnifying glass, instinctive support for the underdog even if the underdog is a terrorist 

organization, and mistrust of an Israeli government that for years tried to ñdivide and ruleò and ñmanageò the 

Palestinians, instead of looking for a solution. 

Is it a lost cause? Certainly not. Today, when Israel is threatened again by state and non-state actors in the 

south, in the north and in the Red Sea, it must intensify its efforts in both traditional and new media. Israel 

will need plenty of international support also after the murderous regime of Hamas in Gaza is dismantled.  

    Ksenia Svetlova,  Columnist 

Ksenia Svetlova is the Executive Director of ROPES (The Regional Organization for Peace, Economics & 

Security) and a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Councilôs Middle East Programs. She is a former 

member of the Knesset. 
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HOW REPORTING IN GAZA  

IS A DEADLY ASSIGNMENT FOR JOURNALISTS 

Gaza has become one of the deadliest places for Palestinian journalists to report,  

press freedom groups say. Foreign journalists are still banned from entering the territory. 

DW   Tania Krªmer in Jerusalem   March 28, 2025 
 
 

 
 

Press freedom organizations have condemned Israel for carrying out attacks on journalists 
Image: Doaa Albaz/Anadolu/picture alliance 

 
Over the past year and a half, the world has watched the war in Gaza unfold. It is a conflict that has killed 

more than 50,000 people, according to the Palestinian territory's health ministry, and almost all of the 2.3 

million residents there have been displaced multiple times. 

Local Palestinian journalists are the only ones capable of providing crucial insight on what is happening 

in Gaza to the world. But the conflict, triggered by the attacks on Israel the Islamic militant group Hamas 

led on October 7, 2023, has made the small territory one of the most dangerous places in the world to 

report, according to the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), a New York-based press freedom 

monitor. 

CPJ said more than 170 journalists and media workers have been killed in Gaza since the beginning of the 

conflict. 

Reporters Without Borders, another press freedom organization headquartered in Paris, puts the 

number at more than 200 journalists. 

Reporting on the conflict has been challenging for local reporters due to the lack of communication and 

electricity. Some journalists have lost family members, friends and homes. Internal pressures in Gaza, 
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which is sealed off by Israel and Egypt, have added to the difficult environment in which journalists have to 

operate. 

"It's hard to describe what it feels like to be in Gaza. The constant noise of the bombing, the explosions, the 

number of people killed, it's indescribable," Safinaz al Louh, a freelance journalist in Gaza, told DW before 

the recent ceasefire between Israel and Hamas was agreed in January. She lost her brother, a 

cameraman, in the war. 

 

Gaza Strip: One woman finds her voice in journalism 

Another Palestinian journalist, Salma al Qaddoumi, told DW that the displacement and separation from 

family had been difficult to cope with during the 15 months of war before the pause in the fighting. 

"Because displacement was frequent, you came to settle in one place, and then you have to start all over 

again, knowing that nowhere is really safe," Al Qaddoumi said via WhatsApp from Gaza. She was injured 

while reporting in southern Gaza during the war in an incident in which her colleague was killed. 

As fighting resumes following the collapse of a ceasefire, the dangerous, sometimes deadly reporting 

conditions have returned.  

JOURNALISTS ACCUSED OF TERRORISM 

On March 24, two Palestinian journalists were killed in Gaza in two consecutive Israeli strikes. 

One journalist, Mohammed Mansour was killed with his wife and son in an airstrike on his home in Khan 

Younis in southern Gaza. Mansour worked for Palestine Today, a station affiliated with the Palestinian 

militant group Islamic Jihad. 
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Later in the day, Hossam Shabat, a 23-year-old correspondent for the Al Jazeera Mubasher channel, was 

killed in an airstrike on his car in Beit Lahiya, a city in northern Gaza. In a statement, the Israel Defense 

Forces (IDF) said that it had "eliminated" Shabat, accusing him of being a "sniper terrorist," a charge he 

and Al Jazeera previously denied. 

After Shabat's death, Al Jazeera, a Qatar-based news network banned in Israel and by the Palestinian 

Authority in the occupied West Bank, strongly condemned what it called an assassination of its 

correspondent. It also called on the international community to condemn Israel's "systemic killing of 

journalists." 

 

'THIS NIGHTMARE HAS TO END' 

Carlos Martinez, CPJ's program director, condemned the March 24 attacks, saying in a statement, 

"This nightmare in Gaza has to end." 

"The international community must act fast to ensure that journalists are kept safe and hold Israel to 

account for the deaths of Hossam Shabat and Mohammed Mansour, whose killings may have been 

targeted. Journalists are civilians, and it is illegal to attack them in a war zone," the statement continued. 

The CPJ called for an investigation into whether the IDF deliberately killed the journalists. The non-profit 

organization released a report in February documenting at least 13 cases in Gaza and Lebanon where 

journalists were "deliberately targeted" by Israeli forces, adding that it was investigating more intentional 

killings. 

The IDF rejected the CPJ accusations at the time in a statement to DW, saying that it "has never, and will 

never, deliberately target journalists." The statement went on to say that the IDF "does not target civilian 

objects and civilians, including media organizations and journalists as such." 

Crowds mourned for Al Jazeera 

correspondent Hossam Shabat 

Image: Ahmed Al-Arini/Anadolu/picture 

alliance 
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Several press freedom groups have questioned labeling journalists as "terrorists" and the implication this 

has on the safety of journalists. 

"In many countries, there are journalists who operate as mouthpieces for authorities, political opposition or, 

in some cases, militant groups," CPJ chief executive Jodie Ginsburg told DW at the end of January 2025, 

before the latest offensive. "Unless they're engaged in direct incitement to violence or they're actually part 

of militant activity, that does not make them targets for killing." 

BAN ON FOREIGN JOURNALISTS CONTINUES 

Local Palestinian journalists have been responsible for reporting on the war to a global audience. That is 

because the Israeli government has maintained its ban on foreign journalists entering Gaza despite calls 

from media and press freedom organizations worldwide for unfettered access. 

Israel's Supreme Court has yet to rule on a petition filed by the Foreign Press Association in Israel and the 

Palestinian territories demanding independent access for foreign media. Until now, the Israeli army has 

only allowed some foreign and Israeli journalists into Gaza as part of military embedded visits, which are 

tightly controlled and do not allow journalists to more around independently. 

"That level of restriction is totally unprecedented," Ginsburg said. "Certainly, when you talk to war 

correspondents that have covered everything from Chechnya to Sudan, not being able to have any access 

at all is completely unprecedented." 

Ginsburg said that because of this, all pressure rests on local Palestinian journalists to report what was 

happening. "Because they are Palestinian and local journalists, they have this additional doubt cast on what 

they're reporting ð on top of which, of course, they're reporting on conditions of war." 

Edited by: Davis VanOpdorp 

 
Tania Krªmer DW correspondent, author and reporter, based in Jerusalem. 

  

Journalists in Gaza and press freedom 

organizations feel reporters are being 

unfairly labeled as terrorists 

Image: Dawoud Abo 

Alkas/Anadolu/picture alliance 

 

https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war.pdf
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war-videos.pdf
https://corporate.dw.com/en/open-letter-call-for-media-access-to-gaza/a-70229638
https://corporate.dw.com/en/open-letter-call-for-media-access-to-gaza/a-70229638
https://www.dw.com/en/press-freedom/t-17454518
https://www.dw.com/en/tania-kr%C3%A4mer/person-36808087
https://www.dw.com/en/tania-kr%C3%A4mer/person-36808087
https://www.dw.com/en/tania-kr%C3%A4mer/person-36808087


45 
 
 

PART 1 ï 4,000 YEARS OF 

JEWISH HISTORY 
PART 2 ï JEWISH RETURN 

TO ISRAEL 

PART 3 ï ISRAEL-HAMAS 

WAR (CONTENT / VIDEOS) 

PART 4 ï AFTER THE WAR 

(COMING SOON) 

GAZA PHOTORAPHERS 

EDITORS NOTE 

See óWhy is Israel unable to explain the war in Gaza to the world?ô 

by Ksenia Svetlova December 2023 

 

 

Nadra El-Tibi, 25, and Khaled Al-Kafarneh, 21, weren't journalists before 7 October 2023.  

Source: Supplied, SBS 

KHALED WAS A WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHER.  

NOW HE USES HIS CAMERA TO TELL GAZA'S STORY 

Many young Gazans who hadnôt worked as journalists before October 7 have inherited the responsibility of 

documenting the war, even as hundreds of their colleagues are killed and foreign media is barred from 

entering Gaza. 

This article contains content some readers may find distressing. 

Khaled Al-Kafarneh used to photograph elated brides and grooms being wed. Now he captures lives being 

torn apart. 

The 21-year-old Palestinian journalist was previously an events photographer, and says his work came 

easily at a time when "life was beautiful". 

The lens of his camera can no longer find similar moments of joy in Gaza. 

"We're just focused on surviving and documenting," he told The Feed. 

Over 20 months of devastation, Khaled's work has never stopped. 

During sunlight hours, he uses a small solar panel to charge his equipment. All electricity to the grid was cut 

months ago. 

"We rely completely on solar power now ... But some days, there's no sun, or it's not enough. So I have to 

choose: charge my phone, or charge my camera," he said. 

As night falls, he stations himself at one of Gaza's few remaining hospitals, which are overrun and 

desperate. 
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Patients line the floors, groaning without anesthesia. Mothers wail over dead children. Corpses pile up 

beside sheltering families. 

"From there, we'd hear calls that a home had been bombed. The ambulances would go, and we'd ride with 

them ð because driving our own cars was too dangerous. 

"We'd film, return with the ambulances, and sometimes get targeted while filming." 

 

 

Khaled is among a significant number of young Palestinians who, despite never having worked in 

journalism, started documenting the devastation in Gaza after October 2023 ð filing both to international 

news organisations and large followings on Instagram. 

Hamas' October 7 attack on southern Israel killed 1,200 people, according to Israeli authorities, while about 

250 were taken hostage. 

At least 59,106 Palestinians have been killed and 142,511 injured in Israel's offensive in the Gaza Strip 

since October 7, the Gaza health ministry said on Tuesday. 

"During the war, something pushed me to try to get a message out from inside Gaza to the world," Khaled 

said. 

"That's how my journey as a reporter began." 

Israel has continued to restrict foreign media from entering Gaza, and with hundreds of Palestinian 

journalists killed since October 7, civilians inside the enclave ð journalist or not ð are left with the 

responsibility of documenting the war. 

"Gazan journalists are the only eyes and ears on the ground," Doja Daoud, Levant program coordinator for 
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the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), told The Feed. 

"Many Palestinians documenting atrocities on the ground have lost faith after relentlessly telling stories 

from Gaza, with no effective action to stop atrocities or offer protection." 

'I WONDER HOW I'M CONTINUING' 

Like Khaled, Nadra El-Tibi never thought she'd be a war correspondent before October 7. 

But the 25-year-old schoolteacher and psychological first aid specialist says her fluency in English ð a skill 

she learned by watching videos online ð compelled her to "convey the truth from inside Gaza". 

 

Nadra was displaced for more than 500 days in southern Gaza. While sheltering at a refugee camp, she 

told the stories of the women and children there. Source: Supplied 

"One of my friends outside the Gaza Strip called me ... [and asked me] to tell the world the facts in Gaza by 

my English," she told The Feed. 

Already documenting the war with a daily diary entry, she decided: 'Yes, you must Nadra, as you have 

English and Arabic language. You must be a journalist to convey the truth to all the world, to the silent 

world.'" 

Nadra works without eating for days at a time, as Israel's ongoing restriction of outside aid pushes 

starvation in Gaza to "catastrophic levels", according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs. 

She, like many other weary journalists in the besieged enclave, is warning that hunger ð not falling bombs 

ð will be what ultimately forces her to set down her camera. 

"I'm hungry. Yes, we are in Gaza, hungry, but not ashamed. The shame is not ours," she said in a video to 

her Instagram following, a day before being hospitalised for malnutrition. 
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Why famine hasn't been declared in Gaza despite 'mass starvation' fears 

At least 115 Palestinians have starved to death in Gaza since October 7, the health ministry said on 

Tuesday. Most of those deaths have been recorded in recent weeks. 

Nadra also finds little rest amid the sound of bombs and night terrors. 

"I see with my eyes, I see with my own eyes people who are cut up, their heads detached from their 

bodies," she said. 

"Sometimes I wonder how I'm continuing." 

One of the hardest moments, Nadra says, was at the site of the al-Baqa Cafeteria bombing ð a bustling 

seaside internet cafe in Gaza City, popular with journalists and students. Initial reports said at least 24 

people were killed, but that number has since increased to 30. 

Among them was 32-year-old photojournalist and film director Ismail Abu Hatab. 

"I went to the spot and half of the people were still in the sea, killed in the sea, and another half on the 

ground," Nadra said. 

CAN YOU IMAGINE? I WAS SPEECHLESS IN THAT MOMENT  

é I COULDN'T SPEAK ANY WORD. 

People present have described it as a "massacre" and a Human Rights Watch spokesperson said it was 

"an unlawful, disproportionate or indiscriminate attack". 

Israel has said the strike targeted Hamas operatives. An Israel Defense Forces (IDF) spokesperson told the 

Guardian that "prior to the strike, steps were taken to mitigate the risk of harming civilians using aerial 

surveillance". 
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'WORST EVER CONFLICT' FOR JOURNALISTS 

Khaled and Nadra's journalistic pursuit is one that is uniquely dangerous. 

More than 185 of their colleagues have been killed in Gaza since October 7, according to a database by 

the CPJ. It alleges Israel is directly targeting journalists, which Israel denies. 

Another analysis estimates that number could be as high as 232. 

The report, by the Cost of War project at the Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs at Brown 

University in the US, published in April, also declared it the "worst ever conflict" for journalists and media 

reporters. 

READ MORE 

 

'We collected him in pieces': The brutal reality of reporting from war-torn Gaza 

It found more journalists have been killed in Gaza than in any other war, including the US Civil War, World 

Wars One and Two, the Korean War, the Vietnam War (including the conflicts in Cambodia and Laos), the 

wars in Yugoslavia in the 1990s and 2000s, and the post-9/11 war in Afghanistan. 

In a statement to The Feed, the IDF said it has never deliberately targeted journalists. 

"Given the ongoing exchanges of fire, remaining in an active combat zone has inherent risk," it said. 

"The IDF will continue to counter threats while persisting to mitigate harm to civilians." 

RUNNING ON LOW BATTERIES 

Amid a landscape of mostly rubble, the telecommunication infrastructure needed to support the delivery of 

journalism in Gaza barely exists. 

Over 70 per cent of the enclave's networks have been partially or completely destroyed since October 7, 

according to the Palestinian Ministry of Telecommunication and Digital Economy. 
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The remaining networks are subject to partial or full outages ordered by Israel, of which 10 have occurred 

so far ð each threatening to suspend aid efforts and emergency assistance. 

Between 10 and 21 June, the Gaza Strip experienced a total internet blackout and widespread mobile 

phone interruptions, described by the Palestinian Telecommunications Regulatory Authority as "systematic 

targeting". 

The IDF did not respond to a request for comment before publication. 

"When the military cut the internet, we used SIM cards and tried to get close to the border, which was 

dangerous. Those SIM cards only worked in those border areas, where Israeli troops were stationed," 

Khaled said. 

SOME JOURNALISTS WERE KILLED WHILE UPLOADING FOOTAGE,  

OR JUST WHILE CHANGING SIMS. 

What's more, the flow of electricity to the last facility in Gaza receiving power from the Israel Electric 

Corporation was cut in March. There's been none since. 

Khaled says his small solar panel setup is "just enough to charge my phone or camera if there's sunlight". 

On cloudy days, he's learned to work under-resourced. 

"I use power banks too, but they run out quickly. It's a daily struggle." 

Palestinians in Gaza rely heavily on mobile phones to heed evacuation orders, navigate the rubble, access 

information on aid or medical services, call an ambulance and maintain connection to their families. 

PRESS VESTS ARE 'A TARGET' 

Khaled's press vest is tattered and frayed after months of incessant use. Ill-matched stitching marks where 

a tailor has made careful repairs. 

While offering little protection from falling bombs, the blue and white flak jacket is an internationally 

recognised symbol, designed to distinguish journalists from combatants during wartime. 

But Khaled says it has lost all meaning in Gaza. 

"It's nothing more than sponge and cloth." 

JOURNALISTS WERE KILLED RIGHT IN FRONT OF ME  

é THE LAWS HAVE BEEN BROKEN HERE. 

The sheer scale of media deaths, which started in the first months of the war, led then 21-year-old 

Palestinian journalist Plestia Alaqad to stop wearing the very uniform designed to protect her. 

"I don't feel safe in Gaza no matter what é but especially when wearing the press vest and helmet," she 

wrote to Instagram in November 2023, just days before being evacuated to Egypt via the Rafah border 

crossing and then to Australia. 

Rafah has been closed since May 2024. 
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More journalists were killed in the first 10 weeks of the war than have ever been killed in a single country 

over an entire year, the CPJ found. 

"Journalists have been a target in Gaza since day one," Daoud says. 

"[They've] repeatedly told the Committee to Protect Journalists ... they think the press vest itself has 

become a target. Likewise, with their use of a tripod while capturing footage of a besieged Gaza. 

"We've seen the blatant disregard of international law, and the lack of accountability and silence from world 

leaders that has ensued." 

READ MORE 

 

UN says 875 Palestinians killed seeking food in recent weeks, most at US-Israeli backed sites 

An IDF spokesperson told The Feed it "takes all operationally feasible measures to mitigate harm to 

civilians including journalists". 

"The IDF has never, and will never, deliberately target journalists as such." 

'AND YET I KEEP GOING' 

Despite living through many previous cycles of violence in Gaza, Khaled says the loss he's experienced in 

the past 20 months is immeasurable. 

"I lost my brother, lost my home, saw friends die. And yet I keep going," he said. 

"Even when I'm scared, I force myself to keep going. There's no choice. 
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WE DON'T EVEN THINK ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH ANYMORE.  

THAT'S A LUXURY FOR PEOPLE IN PEACEFUL PLACES. 

For Nadra, her dream of motherhood was stolen. "The hospital that I was visiting to take some of the health 

care to be pregnant é was destroyed," she says, referring to an IVF clinic. 

"My childhood [dream] was killed because of this war, after seven years of waiting to be pregnant." 

READ MORE 

 

'5,000 lives in one shell': Gaza's IVF embryos destroyed by Israeli strike 

Still, they both say their duty to journalism ð and to Gaza ð is steadfast. 

"This is my job. Even if it puts my life at risk, it's my duty to carry it out to the fullest," Khaled said. 

Likewise, Nadra says: "It's my duty. I love Gaza. I love my English. I love my work." 

"But if I were killed, I will not forgive anyone. Anyone who saw us and remained [silent]." 

Hadil Al Swaiedi from SBS Arabic provided interpretation and translation assistance. 
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WHY IS ISRAEL UNABLE  

TO EXPLAIN THE WAR IN GAZA TO THE WORLD? 

THE JEWISH STRATEGIC TRIBUNE   Ksenia Svetlova December 2023 

     

 

A Palestinian refugee watching Gaza news on television in Bourj al-Barajneh Refugee Camp in Beirut, 

Lebanon, October 25, 2023. Photo credit: REUTERS/Amr Alfiky. 

The scope of the massacres committed by Hamas terrorists and Gazan civilians in southern Israel on 

October 7 deeply shocked Israeli society. In the aftermath of October 7 Israel was shocked a second time ï 

by multiple denials of the massacre, the indifference to Israeli women who were raped and Israeli children 

who were kidnapped, and a generally hostile public opinion among young people in the West. Very soon 

the world was mostly busy with the war in Gaza, quickly and conveniently forgetting the origins of this war. 

Hamas terrorists who slit throats, beheaded victims and raped women were referred as ñmilitantsò or 

ñparamilitary activists.ò Claims made by Hamas officials were uncritically adopted and entered into the news 

cycle stream. 

DAVID AND GOLIATH 

One can support Israel or criticize it, or both, but Hamasô own footage circulating online on October 7 was 

more than enough to indict the group. The footage showed the lifeless bodies of young women being 

stepped on and dragged into Gaza, bloody pants and slit ankles of another young woman, a terrified 

mother who held two babies in her hands, and hundreds of dead bodies of innocent party goers who were 

trying to escape the slaughter. 

 

As soon as Israel began launching airstrikes, the footage from Gaza poured in, showing civilian casualties 

in a more graphic and detailed fashion (Israel doesnôt show mutilated bodies of its citizens out of respect to 

them). The question of proportionality emerged. Israel seemed unable to explain that it is not pounding 
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Gaza to kill civilians but to eliminate the terrorist regime whose leaders promised to repeat the October 7 

massacre again and again. 

Israel was also fighting against a narrative of David versus Goliath. Israel was now Goliath, while the 

Palestinians in Hamas-controlled Gaza were David. For decades Israelis had been David, constantly 

threatened by their neighbors who vowed to throw it into the sea. Today Israel is a prosperous state with a 

strong army and wide web of relations in the Arab world. While these facts should not detract one iota from 

the horrors of the Hamas attack against Israeli civilians, the narrative of weak versus strong couldnôt 

accommodate this nuance. 

Atrocities committed by Hamas, from a suicide attack in a bus to an organized mass-murder in the 

kibbutzim, are excused by the disparity of power and the fact that there is ongoing conflict between Israel 

and the Palestinians that includes military occupation of some Palestinian territories. In fact, a UN official 

recently made this claim. 

 

An Israeli soldier inspects a house in Kibbutz Beôeri burned by Hamas in the October 7 attack.  

Photo credit: REUTERS/Athit Perawongmetha. 

THE POWER OF CLICKBAIT 

On the night of October 17, Al-Ahli al-Arabi Hospital, which was founded and is still managed by the 

Episcopal Church, was bombed. Within one hour, the Hamas Ministry of Health in Gaza made a statement 

blaming Israel for the blast and claiming that it resulted in 500 dead Palestinians. The IDF had to 

investigate the event, and while every news media was already quoting Hamas, the IDF was slow to 

respond. After a few hours, the IDF issued a detailed explanation of the incident showing it was an Islamic 

Jihad rocket that had misfired and hit the hospital ï but the narrative was already written in stone. An 

investigation of Human Rights Watch, published much later, also pointed out that ñit was highly unlikely that 

an Israeli rocket hit the hospitalò, But by then no one cared, and Hamas continues to include the casualties 

in the list of those who were killed in Israeli strikes.  
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Thorough investigations take time, yet the traditional media that competes with social media often wonôt 

wait; it needs all the evidence presented immediately. Unfortunately speed can lead to errors. When the 

IDF spokesperson hastily revealed that the soldiers had discovered a calendar with the names of terrorists 

in Rantisi Hospital who were guarding the hostages, every Arabic speaker could immediately tell that the 

calendar didnôt include any names, just weekdays in Arabic. This mistake was immediately used by the 

media as well as bloggers as the ñultimate proof that Israel doesnôt have any evidence to support its claims 

regarding Hamas turning hospitals into terror bases.ò  

INFORMATION WARS OF THE 21 CENTURY 

Israel has discovered that it doesnôt have enough qualified professionals who are both knowledgeable and 

media-savvy to convey the facts and their meaning to the general public, including in English. The IDF also 

does little work in Russian or other languages. It is slow to respond to journalistsô inquiries (often ignoring 

them altogether) and to realize that everything needs to be documented and presented without edits, 

because everything will be doubted and questioned. Itôs not clear what happened to the money that was 

spent by the Israeli government on overlapping ministries for information, public affairs, combatting the 

Boycott, Divestment Sanctions movement. But itôs evident that Israel must do a better job in responding to 

media inquiries, revealing more details about the course of the war, presenting reliable evidence and 

debunking fakes. 

I 

DF spokesperson Daniel Hagari shows a tunnel in Gaza, November 2023. 

Photo credit: Israel Defense Forces/Handout via REUTERS. 

UNDER THE MAGNIFYING GLASS 

In 2014, Matti Friedman penned a seminal article in The Atlantic titled ñWhat the West gets wrong about 

Israelò where he argued that negative stories about Israel receive a disproportionate share of media 

attention. òWhen I was a correspondent at the AP, the agency had more than 40 staffers covering Israel and 

the Palestinian territories. That was significantly more news staff than the AP had in China, Russia, or India, 

or in all of the 50 countries of sub-Saharan Africa combined. It was higher than the total number of news-

gathering employees in all the countries where the uprisings of the ñArab Springò eventually erupted. To 
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offer a sense of scale: before the outbreak of the civil war in Syria, the permanent AP presence in that 

country consisted of a single regime-approved stringer. The APôs editors believed, that is, that Syriaôs 

importance was less than one-40th that of Israelò. 

Both traditional and new media continue to operate in the same mode a decade later. Neither Sudan, 

where a militia is busy slaughtering Sudanese citizens by the thousands, nor Syria, where Turkey 

is shelling the Kurds, gets reasonable media or public attention. An ironic hashtag ñno jews, no newsò is 

often used by Israelis who are well aware of this reality. 

USEFUL IDIOTS IN THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT 

 Itôs also important to note the role played by some Israeli government ministers in reinforcing the David 

versus Goliath narrative. For instance, government ministers who said that there are no civilians in Gaza 

and hence itôs okay to cut the water supply to the Strip (although Israel renewed its water supply to the 

Strip), who explained that the Palestinians should be pushed to Sinai and who vowed to renew the 

settlements in Gaza ï they helped to enhance Israelôs image as a bully who exploits whatever the 

Palestinians did to take over more land and expel Palestinians. 

 

Prime Minister Netanyahu himself focused for years not on the very real terror of Hamas, but rather on the 

so-called ñdiplomatic terrorò of Mahmoud Abbas. The Palestinian Authority President actually refused to 

resort to violence as destructive of the Palestinian case. But Netanyahu had blurred the distinction between 

various Palestinian factions by crying ñwolfò about the Palestinian Authority. After bashing every single 

Palestinian as a ñterrorist,ò he ensured the world stopped paying attention to the real terrorists, especially 

since Israel via Qatar was doing business with them until very recently. 

There is certainly room for Israel to improve its media tactics, employ more professionals, allow more 

access to information, require its politicians to exercise more discipline. Yet, some of the reasons for Israelôs 

negative coverage are unrelated to efforts to explain itself better. There is long-term media bias, a made-

only-for-Israel magnifying glass, instinctive support for the underdog even if the underdog is a terrorist 

organization, and mistrust of an Israeli government that for years tried to ñdivide and ruleò and ñmanageò the 

Palestinians, instead of looking for a solution. 

Is it a lost cause? Certainly not. Today, when Israel is threatened again by state and non-state actors in the 

south, in the north and in the Red Sea, it must intensify its efforts in both traditional and new media. Israel 

will need plenty of international support also after the murderous regime of Hamas in Gaza is dismantled.  

Ksenia Svetlova is the Executive Director of ROPES (The Regional Organization for Peace, Economics & 

Security) and a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Councilôs Middle East Programs. She is a former 

member of the Knesset. 

 

 

https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war.pdf
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war-videos.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/12/01/un-must-not-abandon-sudan-amid-war-and-atrocities
https://efe.com/en/latest-news/2023-10-08/syrian-kurds-denounce-turkish-bombing-of-vital-facilities-in-northern-syria/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/12/no-power-water-or-fuel-to-gaza-until-hostages-freed-says-israeli-minister
https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/128670/Israel%E2%80%99s-Intelligence-Minister-calls-for-%E2%80%9Cvoluntary-resettlement-of-Palestinians-elsewhere%E2%80%9D
https://www.timesofisrael.com/return-to-gush-katif-determined-movement-emerges-to-resettle-israelis-in-gaza/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/return-to-gush-katif-determined-movement-emerges-to-resettle-israelis-in-gaza/
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/hyhj5lw9o


57 
 
 

PART 1 ï 4,000 YEARS OF 

JEWISH HISTORY 
PART 2 ï JEWISH RETURN 

TO ISRAEL 

PART 3 ï ISRAEL-HAMAS 

WAR (CONTENT / VIDEOS) 

PART 4 ï AFTER THE WAR 

(COMING SOON) 

 

PART II 

THE PRE-WAR LANDSCAPE: 2007-2023 
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GAZA, CONFRONTATION BETWEEN ISRAEL AND HAMAS  

BETWEEN 2007 AND 2023  

AJC (American Jewish Committee) 

 

2007: HAMAS TAKES CONTROL OF GAZA 

In June, Hamas, considered a terrorist organization by Israel, the U.S., U.K., EU, and others, took 

control of the Gaza Strip following violent clashes with its rival Palestinian faction, Fatah. 

Why It Matters: This led to the division of the Palestinian territories, with Fatah controlling the West Bank 

and Hamas becoming the defacto ruler in Gaza. Hamas has used Iranian support to launch several 

significant attacks against Israel from its base in Gaza, including in 2008, 2009, 2014, 2021, and most 

recently on October 7, 2023, when Hamas terrorists murdered over 1,400 Israelis, wounded over 3,200, 

taken over 200 hostages, and launched thousands of rockets. 

2008-2009: OPERATION CAST LEAD (GAZA WAR) 

From December 27, 2008 to January 18, 2009, Israel launched a military operation in response to rocket 

attacks from Gaza. Israeli forces conducted airstrikes, artillery shelling, and a ground invasion in response 

to the rocket attacks. 

Why It Matters: This was the first major conflict between Israelis and Palestinians since the end of the 

Second Intifada in 2005. This also saw Israeli forces re-enter the Gaza Strip for the first time since its 

withdrawal in 2005 due to the terror threat posed by Hamas. The conflict resulted in significant casualties 

and destruction in Gaza, as well as international condemnation. 

2012: OPERATION PILLAR OF DEFENSE 

From November 14 to November 21, 2012, Israel launched an operation to target terrorists and rocket 

launchers in Gaza, in response to increased rocket attacks from Gaza into nearby Israeli communities. 

Why It Matters: The operation resulted in a ceasefire agreement brokered by Egypt and other international 

mediators, which ended the hostilities. While a ceasefire was brokered, this conflict reaffirmed the threat hat 

Hamas posed to Israel, especially after the much larger 2009 conflict. In particular, Hamasô firing of rockets 

into Israeli civilian areas led to more investment in Israelôs Iron Dome missile defense system as well as 

bomb shelters and a civilian alert system in Israel. It also renewed international criticism of Israeli policies, 

including questions over disproportionate force by human rights groups. 

2014: OPERATION PROTECTIVE EDGE 

In June 2014, three Israeli teenagers - Naftali Fraenkel, Gilad Shaer, and Eyal Yifrah - were abducted and 

killed by Hamas terrorists while hitchhiking in the West Bank. Their murder by Hamas led to a widespread 
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Israeli crackdown on Hamas terrorists in the West Bank as well as increasing tensions and rocket fire on 

Israel. This eventually escalated into Operation Protective Edge, which lasted from July 8 to August 26, 

2014. 

Why It Matters: The operation aimed to uncover and neutralize a network of tunnels that extended from 

Gaza into Israeli territory as well as end Hamas rocket fire. These tunnels were viewed as a significant 

security risk, potentially allowing terrorists to infiltrate and carry out attacks in Israel. Hamas also has held 

the bodies of two Israeli soldiers - Hadar Goldin and Oron Shaul - leading to significant tension between 

Israel and Hamas. It was also the last time Israeli ground forces entered the Gaza Strip until the October 7, 

2023, Hamas terrorist attack. 

2021: MAY CONFLICT IN GAZA 

An 11-day war erupted between Israel and Hamas. Hamas terrorists used tensions in Jerusalem, 

specifically over the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the eviction dispute in the East Jerusalem neighborhood of 

Sheikh Jarrah, as a pretext to launch rockets at Israeli civilian areas and ignite hostilities. It resulted in 

intense rocket fire from Gaza and Israeli airstrikes. A ceasefire was brokered by Egypt and other mediators 

on May 21, 2021, ending the hostilities. 

Why It Matters: Prior to October 7, 2023, this was the most recent direct conflict between Israel and 

Hamas until October 2023. The conflict also led to a major spike in antisemitism globally targeting Jewish 

communities in the United States and Europe. 

2022: AUGUST OPERATION IN GAZA 

This three-day conflict resulted in over 1,000 rockets being fired at Israel by the Iranian-backed 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad terror group and the targeted killing of PIJ commander Tayseer al-Jabari. 

Why It Matters: While the operation quickly ended in a ceasefire between Israel and Palestinian Islamic 

Jihad, it was significant in that Hamas, the de facto ruler of Gaza, did not take part in the hostilities. The 

conflict was a setback for the Iranian-backed terror group, but tensions between Israel and Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad continued into 2023 in both Gaza and the West Bank. 

2023: OPERATION SHIELD AND ARROW 

Israel launched Operation Shield and Arrow to end the threat against Israel posed by Palestinian Islamic 

Jihad terrorists after they fired over 100 rockets into Israel. 

Why It Matters: The violence stemming from Gaza was also linked to increasing terrorism in the West 

Bank, specifically from Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad. Backed by Iran, these Palestinian terror 

groups have sought to export their operations to the West Bank, specifically in Jenin, in order to carry out 

additional terror attacks against Israel. As such, Israeli security forces had been conducting near-daily 

counterterrorism operations in the West Bank to quell the violence. 
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2023: OCTOBER 7 HAMAS MASSACRE 

Hamas, the Iran-backed terror group controlling Gaza, launched an unprovoked and vicious 

surprise attack on over 20 Israeli communities. Using rockets, paragliders, boats, motorcycles, and 

other vehicles, and whatever other means they could, terrorists infiltrated Israel with one goalðto murder 

and kidnap Israelis. Over 1,200 Israelis have been killed, thousands of rockets have been fired on Israel, 

and over 134 hostages are being held by Hamas. 

Why It Matters: This was the largest terrorist attack in Israeli history and the worst attack on the Jewish 

people since the Holocaust. In order to protect itself, Israel is working to eliminate the threat that Hamas 

poses through an air, sea, and ground campaign against the terror groupôs operations. 
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NO ONE SHOULD WANT CEASEFIRE IN GAZA  

UNTIL CLEAR DEFEAT OF HAMAS - OPINION 

 

The goal for Hamas has never been a two-state solution or co-existence.  

Its charter, still unchanged, calls for the annihilation of Israel. 

THE JERUSALEM POST   JOHN SPENCER, June 1, 2025 

 

 

Smoke rises from Gaza after an explosion, near the Israel-Gaza border, as seen from Israel,  

May 29, 2025.(photo credit: AMIR COHEN/REUTERS) 

Imagine what would have happened if Japan hadnôt agreed to surrender in 1945. Or if Germany had 

remained undefeated after World War II. Even after their regimes had dragged their countries into 

catastrophic warsðwars they startedðwhat if the world had simply stopped fighting and walked away? 

That is exactly the scenario we are confronting with Hamas today. 

After October 7, the single deadliest attack on the Jewish people since the Holocaust, Hamas is not suing 

for peace. It is not seeking a ceasefire in good faith. It is actively planning the next October 7. In fact, its 

leaders have said as much, publicly and proudly. 

The goal for Hamas has never been a two-state solution or co-existence. Its charter, still unchanged, calls 

for the annihilation of Israel. This war, which began with Hamasôs genocidal rampage into Israeli 

communities, was never about land or borders. It was about survivalðHamasôs survival as a terrorist 

regime and political force. The moment Hamas executed on October 7, it accepted a war it could not 

militarily win. Yet now, it is fighting not to win militarily but to survive politically. For Hamas, mere survival is 

victory. 
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And if the guns fall silent now, if the war ends before Hamas is clearly and decisively defeatedðor unless 

Hamas unilaterally surrenders, returns all the hostages, and agrees to fully disarm, then it will be a Hamas 

victory. 

 

Displaced Palestinian children take shelter in tents, in Khan Yunis, in the southern Gaza Strip, 

May 29, 2025. (credit: REUTERS/Hatem Khaled) 

Calls for a ceasefire may sound moral. They are not. A ceasefire without victory rewards war crimes such 

as mass hostage-taking, torture, mutilation, rape, the deliberate use of human shields, and the slaughter of 

civilians. These are not tactics of desperation; they are strategies of coercion. If such methods are seen to 

succeed, they will become a template for every terror group, militia, or hostile regime in the world. 

CEASEFIRE COULD MARK DANGEROUS CHANGE IN EVOLUTION OF MODERN WARFARE 

It would also validate and entrench a dangerous evolution in modern warfare: the systematic abuse of the 

laws of war as a weapon. Hamas has built its entire doctrine around this, deliberately violating every 

principle of international humanitarian law while relying on those same laws to constrain its adversary. 

This is not just hypocrisy. It is a form of calculated warfare sometimes called lawfare: turning schools, 

hospitals, mosques, and civilian neighborhoods into military facilities, embedding command centers and 

weapons under protected sites, and then using civilian casualties as a political weapon. When those 

civilians inevitably suffer, Hamas leverages the images and statistics to win global sympathy and condemn 

the very nation trying to dismantle their terrorist infrastructure. 

A Hamas victory would establish a new, horrific standard: that if you violate every rule of war with enough 

strategic crueltyðusing your own population as shields, storing rockets in clinics, placing snipers in 

minarets, and ensuring the maximum number of civilians are exposed to dangerðthen international 

outrage will fall not on you, but on the state trying to stop you. It would teach regimes and terror groups 

everywhere that protected sites are no longer protectedðthey are exploitable. That civilian deaths are not 

just tragic but useful, even essential, to political victory. The consequences of rewarding that strategy would 

echo far beyond Gaza: it would put every civilian population under the control of evil dictators or armed 

non-state actors at even greater risk. 
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Weôve seen this before. In every prior round of fightingðOperation Cast Lead (Dec 27, 2008 ï Jan 18, 

2009), Operation Pillar of Defense (Nov 14ï21, 2012), Operation Protective Edge (July 8 ï Aug 26, 2014), 

and Operation Guardian of the Walls (May 10ï21, 2021)ðHamas used international pressure for 

ceasefires not to lay down arms, but to regroup, rearm, and dig deeper into Gazaôs civilian infrastructure. 

Each ceasefire became a strategic pause, not a step toward peace. October 7 was the result. 

Now, with the war approaching a decisive phase and the IDF dismantling the core of Hamasôs operational 

capacity, the terror group is betting once again that international pressure will save it. That hostages and 

humanitarian sufferingðdeliberately prolonged and manipulated by Hamasðwill force Israel to back down. 

This is not a miscalculation on Hamasôs part. It is their only hope. 

Even if Hamas returned every hostage tomorrow but remained the de facto armed leadership in Gaza, it 

would not change the strategic calculus. In fact, it would mark a Hamas victory. The group would have 

proven that taking civiliansðchildren, elderly, women, and foreign nationalsðcan yield tangible political 

resultsðthat the international community will pressure a democratic state to halt a war of self-defense in 

exchange for hostages who should never have been taken. That leverage can be gained not through 

negotiation, but through atrocity. No nation can allow hostage-taking to become an accepted currency of 

warfare. To do so would invite it everywhere. 

The idea that a genocidal terror group can survive a war it started by choice, from a position of unprovoked 

aggression, is a dangerous precedent. Hamasôs survival will be celebrated by its backersðfrom Tehran to 

Beirut to Dohaðas a modern miracle: a militant group that faced the full force of a nation-state and lived. 

This is the symbolic power Hamas craves. It would send a clear signal to Hezbollah, the Houthis, Iranian 

proxies across the region, and radical groups worldwide: terrorism works. Most dangerously, it would affirm 

to the Islamic regime in Iran that its decades-long strategy of proxy warfare against Israelðits so-called 

ñring of fireòðis workingðthat all it needs to do is keep going. 

HAMAS WILL PREPARE FOR THE NEXT WAR 

If Hamas survives, it will not rebuild Gaza. It will rebuild tunnels. It will not return hostages. It will capture 

more. And it will not seek peace. It will prepare for the next war. This is not speculation. This is what they 

say. This is what theyôve always done. 

War is always tragic. But some wars are necessary. The just purpose of war is not vengeanceðit is justice, 

deterrence, and the restoration of peace. But peace is not possible with an armed, fanatical regime in Gaza 

that seeks your destruction and views the murder of civilians as a divine duty. Wars of self-defense must 

end with unmistakable clarity. 

Germany in 1918 was defeated militarily, but the war ended with ambiguity. The Allies allowed the German 

army to retreat intact. The result was the ñstab-in-the-backò myth that fueled Nazism and led to an even 

more catastrophic war. In 1945, the Allies made no such mistake. Nazi Germany was not just defeatedðit 

was destroyed as a governing entity. So was Imperial Japan. And just as importantly, the German and 
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Japanese populations came to see and accept that their regimes had been defeated. Both societies 

underwent years of disarmament, reconciliation, and comprehensive deradicalization. Only then could 

Europe and the Pacific begin to rebuild in peace. 

Israel faces the same choice today. Ending this war without defeating Hamas means condemning Israelisð

and Palestiniansðto unending conflict. It means October 7 becomes not a cautionary tale, but a case study 

in successful terrorism, lawfare, hostage taking, and wars of aggression. 

Israel is currently achieving real, measurable success in its military campaign. Operation Gideonôs Chariot 

has transitioned from massed maneuvers to coordinated clear-and-hold operations across Gaza. The IDF 

has successfully seized and is now holding terrain in areas once dominated by Hamas battalions. Elite 

Israeli units continue to dismantle Hamasôs underground networks, rocket infrastructure, weapons 

production sites, and command centersðundermining the groupôs ability to wage war. 

In parallel, Israel has established a new humanitarian mechanismðthe Gaza Humanitarian Foundationðto 

deliver food, water, and medicine directly to civilians without going through Hamas. This is critical. For 

years, Hamas maintained power not only through fear and force but also by monopolizing aid distribution 

and punishing dissent. That monopoly is now being broken. For the first time in nearly two decades, signs 

of civilian defiance are emerging: Gazans protesting Hamasôs theft, rejecting their authority, and calling 

them out publicly. 

But let no one be mistakenðthis is still a war, not a counterinsurgency. Hamas remains the de facto ruling 

power of Gaza. It still commands fighters, holds hostages, and exerts control over large swaths of the 

population. No one who has studied warðreal warðshould have expected that a terror regime that spent 

decades militarizing every inch of Gaza and radicalizing generations of civilians could be dismantled easily 

or quickly. Those calling for an immediate ceasefire either do not understand war, or do not want Hamas to 

lose. 

This war must end not with a ceasefire, but with a clear and irreversible outcome: the defeat of Hamas as a 

military and governing power. 

If the international community truly wants peace, it should focus not on saving Hamas, but on how it is first 

removed from power, disarmed, and dismantledðso that the long process of deradicalization and 

reconciliation can begin. This was the path taken after World War II, when defeating the regimes that 

started the war was recognized as the necessary precondition for lasting peace. 

Israel cannot be the only party planning for what comes after Hamas. The international community must 

stop pretending Hamas can be part of the solution. It must become part of the solution itself: by supporting 

measures that accelerate Hamasôs defeat, such as the movement of civilians out of Hamasôs grasp, not 

refusing to participate in a humanitarian plan that delivers aid directly to the people Hamas has long 

exploited. 
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The hypocrisy must stop. The reality must be accepted: peace will never come while Hamas remains intact. 

There is no future in which Gaza flourishes while Hamas remains in power. There is no future in which 

Israelis or Palestinians are safe if October 7, hostage taking, lawfare, and human shielding are seen as a 

path to political leverage. 

We would live in a very different world if the Allies had not pursued victory in 1945. We will live in a dark 

and dangerous world if Hamas is allowed to claim one now. 

Let it be clearðto Hamas and to the worldðthat they lost this war. Anything less guarantees a future of 

endless violence. 

The author is the Chair of Urban Warfare Studies at the Modern War Institute at West Point. 
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IN ENGLISH-LANGUAGE VIDEO,  

NETANYAHU ABSOLVES HIMSELF OF ANY BLAME  

FOR OCT. 7 ATTACK 

Facing coalition turmoil and growing criticism over Gaza conflict, PM hails his wartime 

actions, repeats claims that intel officials dismissed Hamas threat and kept him in the dark 

THE TIMES OF ISRAEL    Nava Freiberg   15 July 2025,  

 
 

Defense Minister Yoav Gallant (right) Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (center), IDF Chief of Staff Lt. 

Gen. Herzi Halevi (left) and members of the IDF General Staff forum attend a Jewish New Year's greeting 

at the military headquarters in Tel Aviv, September 14, 2023. (Kobi Gideon/GPO) 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pushed back against accusations that he and his government bear any 

responsibility for failures that led to Hamasôs October 7, 2023, onslaught and reaffirmed his assertion that 

the security establishment ð not political leaders ð failed to prevent the deadliest attack in Israelôs history, 

in an English-language video shared on his social media accounts Monday night. 

With the stability of his coalition again under threat, and amid growing allegations that he has prolonged the 

war in Gaza for his political benefit ð including an investigative report in the New York Times over the 

weekend ð Netanyahu sat down with his recently appointed international affairs adviser, former journalist 

Caroline Glick, for an eight-minute staged interview, in which he issued some of his harshest public 

criticism yet of the Israeli security establishment and defended his wartime policies. 

Answering what Glick called ñsome hard questions that keep coming up in the international media,ò 

Netanyahu claimed that he was misled by defense officials, kept unaware about critical intelligence, and 
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ultimately made all the key wartime decisions himself ð while rejecting allegations that his political agenda 

or coalition considerations framed his handling of national security. 

óJUST THE FACTSô 

In the video, captioned ñJust the factsò on his X account, Netanyahu responded to accusations that 

domestic turmoil caused by his governmentôs 2023 judicial overhaul agenda created the conditions for the 

attack, dismissing the idea as ñbogus.ò 

ñDonôt mistake our internal democratic debate,ò he said. ñOn the day of reckoning, if we are attacked, we 

shall all be there, left and right ð and thatôs exactly what happened.ò 

 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (left) and Shin Bet chief Ronen Bar,  

on April 4, 2023. (Kobi Gideon/GPO) 

Asked about claims by former IDF chief of staff Herzi Halevi and ex-Shin Bet head Ronen Bar that they 

warned Netanyahu of an impending attack months earlier, Netanyahu denied that they issued such 

warnings. 

ñItôs exactly the opposite,ò he insisted, referencing ñrecorded conversations with the entire cabinet.ò 

Netanyahu repeated previous claims that the security establishment ñconvinced the government not to 

worry about it,ò and that its former heads instead told him that ñHamas is deterred. Hamas wants workers, 

they want economic benefits, thereôs no danger of an impending attack. And they said it again, and again, 

and again.ò 

Furthermore, he again claimed that at midnight on the eve of the attack, there were ña lot of intel signsò 

suggesting something was coming. But, he said, ñthey didnôt call me. They didnôt wake up the commander-

in-chief. Because let me tell you, if Iôd received a call, I would have acted differently ð and that didnôt 

happen.ò 
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The premier also pointed to the so-called ñJerichoôs Wallsò plan as evidence that the defense 

establishment failed to correctly interpret intelligence on Hamas. 

In 2022, the IDF Intelligence Directorate obtained information from Hamas dated August 2021, which 

outlined a large-scale ground invasion of Israeli border communities and IDF posts, and was put into a 

report dubbed Jerichoôs Walls. 

 

Then-outgoing IDF chief of staff Herzi Halevi visits the Western Wall  

in Jerusalemôs Old City, March 05, 2025. (Chaim Goldberg/Flash90) 

ñWe never saw it,ò Netanyahu stated, referring to the report. He argued that the very existence of the plan 

contradicts those blaming the judicial overhaul for creating the conditions for the assault. ñIt was hatched by 

Hamas in 2022, when a leftist government was in power. It didnôt have anything to do with the judicial 

reform.ò 

The prime minister accused the intelligence community of burying the plan. ñIt basically described exactly 

what Hamas was going to doé but these guys were working on a fixed idea: Hamas was deterred, and 

even if we got this incredible information, they didnôt really mean it. They want goodies, they want benefits, 

theyôre not gonna attack us.ò 

CONTRADICTING ACCOUNTS 

Despite Netanyahuôs assertions, official reports from security bodies show that several warnings were 

issued to the political echelon by the security establishment in the years and months before October 7. 

Netanyahu received at least four official documents in the spring and summer of 2023 warning him about 

how the countryôs enemies were viewing the societal upheaval over the judicial reform at the time, the IDF 

revealed in May 2024. 
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In March, the Shin Bet security agency published a summary of its investigations into its failures during the 

lead-up to October 7, wherein it named an overly defensive government policy regarding Gaza over the 

years as a key contributor to the attack. 

 

Former Shin Bet chief Nadav Argaman in a television interview aired March 13, 2025.  

(Screen capture/Channel 12) 

While Bar acknowledged that if the agency had acted differently, ñthe massacre would have been avoided,ò 

he found that the policy of Netanyahuôs government to allow a flow of money from Qatar to Gaza, and 

subsequently to Hamasôs military wing, enabled Hamas to build up its forces for the October 7 onslaught 

and decide to carry out the attack. 

The investigation also found that during the night between October 6 and 7, there were gaps in the 

ñhandling of information and integration of intelligence,ò as well as operations that did not follow the usual 

protocol, and a lack of ñfusionò with the IDFôs intelligence. 

In March, former Shin Bet head Nadav Argaman said that Netanyahu tried to ñbuy peace [in Gaza] with 

Qatari money,ò despite being aware of the agencyôs stance against the policy. 

It was clear to everyone that this would backfire on us one day,ò he said. ñThe prime minister knew, the 

cabinet knew, the issues were presented more than once or twice.ò 

THE óENDGAMEô IN GAZA 

Turning to post-October 7 matters, Netanyahu also responded to criticism that he has taken credit for major 

wartime achievements led by security officials while avoiding responsibility for failures: ñThere were many 

questions, many reservations, some of them legitimate. But in all the key decisions of the waréI led them. 

They followed. Iôm glad they did.ò 
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He listed what he called his central wartime decisions: attacking Hamas while keeping Hezbollah at bay; 

ordering the operation in Rafah; launching the beeper attack on Hezbollah; green-lighting the elimination of 

former Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah; and approving the June attack on Iran months before it 

occurred. Many of those moves, he stated, were taken against the advice of security officials and under 

pressure from the previous US administration. 

Netanyahu addressed the ongoing negotiations on a Gaza ceasefire and  hostages release agreement, 

denying that he has allowed coalition politics to block progress. 

ñThatôs ridiculous,ò he said. ñIn fact, I made hostage deals against my political partners in the coalition. 

Some of them voted against it. It didnôt faze me.ò 

He said he refused to accept the view that no hostages would return alive, and that he only refused when 

the deal on the table was bad: ñA bad deal would be to leave Gaza, allow Hamas to rearm, and attack us 

again and again. No sane government would do it. I certainly didnôt.ò 

ñI intend to get all of them,ò Netanyahu said of the remaining 50 hostages. 

Asked about reports that he refused to engage with US proposals for Gazaôs ñday afterò during the Biden 

administration, for fear of angering his right-wing coalition partners, Netanyahu replied: ñNo, itôs another 

falsehood. Itôs not my personal political survival that Iôm concerned with, but my countryôs survival.ò 

Pressed on his ñendgameò in Gaza, Netanyahu replied simply: ñItôs called victory, victory, victory.ò 

He concluded by aligning himself with US President Donald Trump, saying they both abide by ña doctrine 

called peace through strength. First comes strength ð then comes peace. Thatôs whatôs going to happen.ò 

Emmanuel Fabian contributed to this report. 
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STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT FOR GAZA AFTER HAMAS   

CHATGPT    June 2025 
 

 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The potential removal or substantial weakening of Hamas in Gazaðwhether through military defeat, 

internal disintegration, or diplomatic pressureðmarks a critical juncture. While ending Hamasôs control may 

mitigate immediate threats and create space for humanitarian engagement, it also risks plunging Gaza into 

chaos if no legitimate alternative governance emerges. Stabilizing Gaza in a post-Hamas reality demands 

an integrated approach that addresses governance, security, humanitarian relief, reconstruction, and long-

term political solutions. International leadership, regional cooperation, and local buy-in will be essential to 

avoid a power vacuum, restore basic services, and lay the groundwork for sustainable peace. 

 

2. POLITICAL LANDSCAPE 

Governance Vacuum 

Hamas has governed Gaza with a mixture of authoritarian rule and grassroots service delivery, building a 

base of support through a resistance identity. Its abrupt removal could create a dangerous vacuum. The 

Palestinian Authority (PA), while internationally recognized, lacks credibility due to years of absence and 

internal corruption. 

Governance Scenarios 

¶ PA-led Administration with International Oversight: The PA could re-enter Gaza under a reform 

mandate, supported by donor guarantees and Arab oversight, but must first gain public trust through 

transparency and effective service delivery. 

¶ UN/Arab League Transitional Authority: A transitional civil authority backed by the UN and Arab 

states could provide neutrality, enabling a smoother political reset. 

¶ Technocratic Local Governance: Appointing independent technocrats with grassroots legitimacy 

may allow for administrative continuity without political entanglements during a transition phase. 

Key Challenges 

¶ Political fragmentation within the Palestinian camp. 

¶ Public skepticism of imposed or external governance models. 

¶ Potential power struggles between remnants of Hamas, Fatah factions, and unaffiliated actors. 
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3. SECURITY ENVIRONMENT 

Threat Landscape 

¶ Militant Survivors and Spoilers: Groups like Palestinian Islamic Jihad and rogue Hamas elements 

may resort to asymmetric violence. 

¶ Weapons Proliferation: Gaza is saturated with small arms, explosives, and smuggling networks. 

¶ Internal Disorder: Criminal gangs and political militias may fill the void of policing. 

Stabilization Measures 

¶ Multinational Security Deployment: A peacekeeping force, ideally Arab-led with international 

support, could oversee border control, disarmament, and civilian protection. 

¶ Community Security Initiatives: Train and deploy vetted local police units under international 

supervision to maintain order. 

¶ Intelligence Cooperation: Strengthened regional and international intelligence coordination to 

preempt attacks or smuggling. 

DDR and Security Sector Reform (SSR) 

Robust disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR) must be paired with the rebuilding of a 

neutral, professional security force. Programs should include: 

¶ Economic reintegration packages. 

¶ Education and vocational retraining. 

¶ Psychological support and community reintegration campaigns. 

 

4. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION 

Status Overview 

¶ Destruction of Infrastructure: Over two-thirds of housing, schools, and municipal buildings are 

damaged. 

¶ Water and Sanitation Crisis: Extensive contamination and destruction of water networks. 

¶ Healthcare Collapse: Hospitals operate under extreme shortages; infectious diseases risk surging. 

¶ Displacement Emergency: Over 1.3 million people lack permanent shelter. 

Urgent Interventions 

¶ Humanitarian Corridors: Secure, internationally monitored routes for aid entry. 
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¶ Field Hospitals and Mobile Clinics: Rapid deployment to address trauma, maternal care, and 

disease prevention. 

¶ Emergency Water Access: Trucked water and modular desalination systems. 

¶ Psychosocial Support: Community outreach to address trauma, especially among youth. 

Coordination Architecture 

A central operations command involving UN OCHA, WHO, WFP, ICRC, and local NGOs should manage 

logistics, needs assessment, and transparency. Military actors must respect humanitarian neutrality. 

5. ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND RECONSTRUCTION 

Short-Term Measures 

¶ Emergency Employment: Cash-for-work initiatives focused on debris removal and infrastructure 

repairs. 

¶ Agricultural Support: Rehabilitate farmland, greenhouses, and fisheries. 

¶ Market Reactivation: Support to informal traders, SMEs, and cooperatives. 

Medium-Term Initiatives 

¶ Public Infrastructure Rehabilitation: Repair energy grids, water lines, roads, public schools, and 

hospitals. 

¶ Transport and Logistics Hubs: Create corridors for trade through Egypt and Israel with customs 

modernization. 

¶ Digital Connectivity: Expand internet access and digital literacy programs to link Gaza with global 

markets. 

Rebuilding Gaza 

A long-term, multidimensional reconstruction plan is essential. It should emphasize resilience, inclusion, 

and transparency: 

¶ Housing: Rapid construction of prefabricated homes followed by permanent housing developments 

incorporating community input and environmental resilience. 

¶ Public Institutions: Rebuilding of courts, civil registries, and local councils to re-establish civic trust. 

¶ Education Infrastructure: Reconstruct and expand schools, vocational centers, and universities with 

updated curricula. 

¶ Health Infrastructure: Modernize hospitals, pharmacies, and health logistics chains. 
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¶ Urban Planning: Redesign neighborhoods with zoning laws, green spaces, and disaster 

preparedness standards. 

Governance and Accountability 

¶ Independent Reconstruction Oversight Board: Comprised of donors, civil society, and Palestinian 

technocrats to monitor funds. 

¶ Transparency Portals: Public dashboards showing budgets, contractors, and milestones. 

¶ Anti-Corruption Safeguards: Regular audits, whistleblower protections, and third-party monitoring. 

Investment Climate Enablers 

¶ Legal and Regulatory Reform: Property restitution, business licensing, and contract enforcement. 

¶ Risk Guarantees: Donor-backed insurance and conflict-risk funds for private investors. 

¶ Gaza Reconstruction Bank: Capitalized by Gulf states and international donors to pool and manage 

rebuilding funds. 

 REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DYNAMICS 

Regional Powers 

¶ Egypt: Crucial facilitator of humanitarian access, potential peacekeeper, and political broker. 

¶ Israel: Focused on demilitarization and long-term deterrence; key in border policy. 

¶ Qatar/Turkey: Transitioning from Hamas supporters to reconstruction partners; could lead housing 

and public services projects. 

¶ Saudi Arabia/UAE: Potential funders, but contingent on credible governance and moderation. 

International Stakeholders 

¶ United States: Strategic leader; can leverage normalization momentum and convene donors. 

¶ European Union: Expected to lead in civil society, infrastructure, and judicial reform funding. 

¶ United Nations: Central to humanitarian logistics and governance transition support. 

Strategic Risks 

¶ Proxy actors (e.g., Hezbollah, Iran) exploiting the vacuum. 

¶ Re-radicalization of youth in the absence of opportunity. 

¶ Politicization of aid or reconstruction by internal factions. 
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7. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS 

Short-Term (0ï6 months): 

¶ Launch a joint Gaza stabilization task force with regional and UN components. 

¶ Secure humanitarian corridors and border crossings. 

¶ Establish a credible interim governance structure with local and international legitimacy. 

Medium-Term (6ï24 months): 

¶ Initiate large-scale reconstruction projects with anti-corruption oversight. 

¶ Expand DDR and civic re-engagement programs. 

¶ Rebuild educational and healthcare systems as anchors of civil recovery. 

Long-Term (2ï5 years): 

¶ Hold municipal and national elections as a step toward Palestinian unity. 

¶ Integrate Gazaôs economy with the West Bank and regional markets. 

¶ Institutionalize a resilient, inclusive political framework. 

¶ Fully operationalize the Gaza Rebuilding and Resilience Plan with environmental, technological, 

and social sustainability pillars. 

8. CONCLUSION 

Post-Hamas Gaza presents a singular opportunity to reset the trajectory of one of the worldôs most 

protracted crises. It demands vision, pragmatism, and moral courage. The goal is not merely to remove an 

armed group, but to foster a society grounded in dignity, governance, and peace. Strategic patience, local 

empowerment, and a shared commitment to justice will determine whether Gaza spirals into renewed 

conflict or becomes a cornerstone for regional stability. 
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UNDER CONSTANT FIRE: HOW MANY ROCKETS  

HAVE TERROR GROUPS SHOT INTO ISRAEL? 

KYLIE LOBELL  Jan 16, 2024 

Thousands of rockets have been lobbed at Israel by terror organizations.  

Dive into the numbers to see how many. 

 
 

 
  
 
 
¶ On October 7, 2023, Hamas sent a barrage of over 5,000 rockets from Gaza into Israel 

¶ From that date, through December 28, Hamas and other militant groups have fired a total of 12,000 

missiles at Israeli targets  

¶  Since Israel activated its Iron Dome missile defense system in 2011, it has intercepted thousands of 

rockets, saving thousands of Israeli lives 

¶  Hamas receives many of its rockets and other weapons from Iran  
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 Since October 7ïthe worst massacre of the Jewish people since the HolocaustïHamas and other militant 

groups have fired 12,000 rockets at Israel (as of December 28, 2023). In the two weeks following October 

7, a total of 7,000 rockets had already been fired at Israel.   

The number of Israeli casualties from the rocket fire has reached 15. That surprisingly low number is due to 

the countryôs Iron Dome air defense system. Without it, the number of fatalities would be significantly 

higher. 

WHAT IS THE IRON DOME AND HOW SUCCESFUL IS IT? 

The Iron Dome missile defense system uses radar detection to stop short-range rockets from landing in 

populated areas of Israel where they could injure or kill anyone in the area. The system detects incoming 

missiles and intercepts them via a built-in launcher that fires a missile at the rocket, intercepting it so that it 

explodes in the sky. Though shrapnel may then drop, the damaging power of each rocket is effectively 

neutralized.  

If the Iron Domeôs radar system determines that the trajectory of a given missile will cause it to land in an 

uninhabited area, such as a field, then it does not intercept the rocket. At the same time, when a rocket is 

heading toward Israel, air raid sirens within the targeted areas are sounded, and depending on how close 

to Gaza they are located, Israelis have as little as 30 seconds to go into a bomb shelter for safety. 

Each Iron Dome missile thatôs fired at incoming rockets costs $40,000 to $50,000. Due to the high cost of 

the Iron Dome system and the broader war in general, the US House of Representatives has pledged 

to provide $14.3 billion to Israel for its defense needs. 

Israel developed the Iron Dome following the 2006 conflict with the Southern Lebanon-based militant group 

Hezbollah. During that conflict, rockets from the terrorist organization killed dozens of Israelis causing a 

huge amount of damage. With some American financial aid, Israeli firms Rafael Advanced Defense 

Systems and Israel Aerospace Industries created the Iron Dome to protect Israel. 

The Iron Domeôs success rate has been as high as 90%. However, when dealing with a barrage of rockets, 

the system is less likely to be effective. During the current war, it failed on October 27 when a rocket hit an 

apartment building in Tel Aviv leaving four people injured. If Hezbollah decides to ramp up its activities on 

Israelôs northern front, it could overwhelm the Iron Dome, given that the terrorist group has an estimated 

150,000 missiles and rockets in its arsenal. 

Notwithstanding, Israeli military spokesperson Lieutenant Colonel Jonathan Conricus stands by the 

system.  ñThe number of Israelis killed and wounded would be far higher if it had not been for the Iron 

Dome system, which has been a lifesaver, as it always is,ò he says. 
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WHICH TERRORIST GROUPS FIRE ROCKETS AT ISRAEL? 

Hamas and other Palestinian terrorist organizations including  Palestine Islamic Jihad and Fatah, along with 

Hezbollah, have all sent rockets into Israel. Lately, Hamas and Hezbollah have been responsible for most 

of the rockets fired. 

WHAT KIND OF ROCKETS ARE BEING FIRED BY HAMAS  

AND HOW FAR CAN THEY REACH INTO ISRAEL? 

Since the early 2000s, terrorist organizations in Gaza have launched thousands of rocket and mortar 

attacks on Israel. In the past, these actions have been condemned as terrorism and called out as war 

crimes by organizations like the United Nations and the European Union.  

Generically dubbed Qassams, the early iterations were crudely developed and relatively ineffective. These 

early versions would typically only reach communities in the immediate vicinity of the Gaza  Strip. But 

beginning in 2006, terrorist groups started producing longer-range rockets that, when launched from Gaza, 

could reach the southern Israeli city of Ashkelon; by 2012 the locally made "M-75" as well as Iranian Fajr-5 

rockets were able to reach as far as Tel Aviv which is in central Israel. Another notable ñmilestoneò occurred 

in 2014 when these rockets were able to reach as far as the northern Israeli city of Haifa. Some of those 

rockets also contained white phosphorous which acts as an additional incendiary.  

Reports have indicated that, at times, the rockets have been launched from the UNôs Relief and Works 

Agency (UNRWA) facilities in Gaza as well as from areas in the Strip designated as humanitarian zones. 

Indeed, Hamas is known for using human shields and hiding out in hospitals, schools, mosques, and other 

civilian facilities.  

ROCKET MISFIRES ARE DEADLY TO PALESTINIAN GAZANS 

One of the consequences of Hamasô rocket barrages is that some tend to fall short of their targets. As of 

November 10, 2023, about 12% of rockets launched in the Strip towards Israel ended up falling within 

Gaza.  

On October 17, controversy erupted when many major media outlets reported that, according to the Gaza 

Health Ministry, which is run by Hamas, an Israeli airstrike on a Gaza City hospital left 471 dead. In reality, 

Israeli and US intelligence services determined that the deadly blast at the al-Ahli Arab hospital was 

caused, instead, by another Gaza-based terrorist group whose rocket misfired. As well, the actual death toll 

from the misfired rocket was estimated to be lowerïbetween 100 and 300, according to US intelligence. 

HOW FREQUENTLY ARE ROCKETS FIRED INTO ISRAEL? 

 Since 2005, when Israel withdrew from Gaza, Hamas and other Gaza-based terrorist organizations 

have fired more than 18,000 rockets and mortars at Israel. These rockets have a variety of ranges, but 

overall many can now hit a majority of Israelôs central and southern population centers, including 

Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Beersheba, and Rehovot. Hamasô launches have been erratic, 
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however. There have been as few as one rocket fired at a time, to up to thousands launched within hours or 

even days.  

SINCE 2008, HOW MANY ROCKETS HAVE BEEN FIRED AT ISRAEL? 

There have been a number of Israeli operations into Gaza over the years, after repeated and frequent 

rocket attacks as well as other incursions on Israel since 2008. These include:  

¶ 2008: Operation Hot Winter began on February 29, 2008, after Hamas launched Qassam rockets at 

Israeli citizens from Gaza. For the first time, Hamas, the Popular Resistance Committees, and the 

Palestinian Islamic Jihad fired six Soviet-made Grad missiles toward Ashkelon, injuring some people 

while causing psychological terror among others. Israel responded with airstrikes on terrorist cells in 

Gaza. 

¶ 2010: 150 rocket launches and 215 mortar launches at Israel took place over the course of the year. 

In 2009, there were 569 rocket launches and 289 mortar launches.  

¶ 2011: On August 21, 2011, Hamas and Israel called for a ceasefire following another conflict where 

more than 100 rockets were fired at Israel; one Israeli was killed, and more than a dozen were 

wounded. Almost immediately after the ceasefire took effect, rocket fire once again came from Gaza 

and Israel responded with an airstrike that killed two leaders of Islamic Jihad. 

¶ 2012: After Israel took out Zohair al-Qaisi, the secretary general of the Popular Resistance 

Committee, militants in Gaza fired ñover 300 Grad missiles, Qassam rockets and mortar shells 

launched, of which 177 hit Israeli territory, striking the major urban centers of Ashdod, Ashkelon and 

Beersheba,ò according to Wikipedia.  

¶ 2014: The 2014 Gaza war, called Operation Protective Edge, started after terrorists kidnapped and 

killed three Israeli teenagers. Israel arrested members of Hamas in the West Bank, and Hamas and 

other terrorist groups responded by shooting 4,564 rockets and mortars into Israel before a 

ceasefire was called. 

¶ 2021: During the month of May, Hamas and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad launched 4,360 

rockets toward Israel as an Israel-Palestine crisis escalated. The conflict started when six 

Palestinian families were up for eviction in the East Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah. 

¶ 2022: 1,100 rockets were fired from Gaza towards Israel during Gaza-Israel clashes It started after 

an Israeli airstrike killed Tayseer al-Jabari, a terrorist leader.  
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¶  

The Number of Rockets Fired Into Israel Over Time 

Year Estimated Number of Rockets Fired 

2008 2,000 

2009 550 

2010 150 

2011 700 

2012 2,250 

2013 30 

2014 2,800 

2015 20 

2016 15 

2017 20 

2018 400 

2019 850 

2020 150 

2021 4,300 

2022 1,100 

2023 12,000 

 

HOW MANY ROCKETS WERE FIRED AT ISRAEL IN 2023? 

The rocket attacks on Israel in 2023 that came from Gaza started long before October 7, though they have 

been much more intense since then. From May 9-13, 1,469 rockets and mortar shells were fired into Israel; 

most came from the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. Of those, 291 landed within the Gaza Strip; 131 landed in 

Israel; and 39 fell into the Mediterranean sea. Two people in Israel were left dead, many were wounded.  

Between October 7 through the end of December 2023, Hamas and additional militant groups have fired 

upward of 12,000 rockets at Israel.  

https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war.pdf
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war-videos.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_rocket_attacks_on_Israel
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/palestinian-rocket-and-mortar-attacks-against-israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_rocket_attacks_on_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Palestinian_rocket_attacks_on_Israel_in_2019
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Palestinian_rocket_attacks_on_Israel_in_2020
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Palestinian_rocket_attacks_on_Israel_in_2023#:~:text=May%209%E2%80%9313%2C%202023%3A,extensive%20property%20damage%20was%20reported


81 
 
 

PART 1 ï 4,000 YEARS OF 

JEWISH HISTORY 
PART 2 ï JEWISH RETURN 

TO ISRAEL 

PART 3 ï ISRAEL-HAMAS 

WAR (CONTENT / VIDEOS) 

PART 4 ï AFTER THE WAR 

(COMING SOON) 

WHERE DOES HAMAS GET THEIR ROCKETS FROM? 

Hamas obtains rockets and other weapons from a variety of sources. When Israel withdrew from the Gaza 

Strip in 2005, Hamas began importing rockets and other military equipment from Iran. The weapons from 

Iran were shipped to Sudan, then trucked across Egypt and eventually smuggled through narrow tunnels 

built underneath the Sinai Peninsula.  

While there has yet been no direct link made between the October 7 attacks and Iran, a source told 

Reuters that Iran prepared and trained Hamas for the massacre that day. 

A SECOND FRONT ON ISRAELôS NORTH: ROCKETS FIRED FROM LEBANON 

Hamas is not the only terror group lobbing rockets toward Israel. While much attention has been given to 

Hamasô rocket fire from Gaza additional barrages are coming from Hezbollah in Southern Lebanon.  

Hezbollah, a Lebanese terror group with strong ties to Iran, has been consistently firing rockets into Israelôs 

northern territory, raising the possibility of a legitimate second front to the war.  

As of mid-November 2023, it was estimated that Hezbollah has fired over 1,000 rockets, mortars, or other 

artillery toward Israelôs northern towns as part of the current conflict.   

According to a report drafted on January 7, 2024, the total number of weaponry fired into Israel by 

Hezbollah has topped 1,500 since October 7, 2023. This includes a one-day barrage of 62 rockets in 

response to the targeted killing of Hamas chief Saleh al-Arouri in Beirut on January 2.  

SOURCE LIST 

New York Times, ñHamas and Other Militant Groups Are Firing Rockets Into Israel Every Dayò December 

28, 2023 
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ON THIS DAY: 75 YEARS SINCE UN VOTE  

TO TURN PALESTINE INTO JEWISH, ARAB STATES 

In later years, the date would also become known as the annual International Day of 

Solidarity with the Palestinian People. 

 THE JERUSALEM POST Aaron Reich November 29, 2022  

 

 

JEWS CELEBRATE in the streets of Tel Aviv moments after the United Nations 

voted on November 29, 1947 to partition Palestine into two states. (photo credit: REUTERS) 

November 29, 2022 marks 75 years since the historic move of the United Nations to partition the British 

Mandate of Palestine into two countries, one Jewish and one Arab, essentially launching the birth of the 

State of Israel. 

The decision to do so was made by the UN General Assembly as part of Resolution 181 (II) and sought to 

end the British Mandate and transform it into two new sovereign states.  

However, while the decision was accepted by the Jews, represented by the Jewish Agency and Zionist 

factions, it was rejected by the Arabs, and a war ensued during which Israel achieved independence. 

ñOn the 29th November, 1947, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution 

calling for the establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz Israel; the General Assembly required 

the inhabitants of Eretz Israel to take such steps as were necessary on their part for the 

implementation of that resolution. This recognition by the United Nations of the right of the 

Jewish people to establish their state is irrevocable. This right is the natural right of the 

Jewish people to be masters of their own fate, like all other nations, in their own sovereign 

state.ò 

Israeli Declaration of Independence 
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THE PARTITION OF PALESTINE AND THE BIRTH OF ISRAEL 

The plan proposed partitioning Mandatory Palestine at the end of the British Mandate into two states, one 

Jewish and one Arab, with Jerusalem being controlled by an international regime. 

This Week in History: The UN Partition Plan announced (credit: ARCHIVE) 

Internationally, the plan saw support from the US, France, Canada, Liberia, Sweden and Norway. However, 

it also faced opposition from several other countries like India. 

The plan was accepted by many Jews, albeit some with reluctance due to territorial concessions. But 

ultimately, many Jews both in Mandatory Palestine and abroad were satisfied with it. 

Arab leaders widely rejected the plan, however. They had announced they would refuse to be bound by this 

decision, which they claimed was made under duress, and vocally expressed their opposition to what they 

declared was a violation of self-determination. 

Ultimately, the resolution was not carried out and Arab countries attacked Israel. This in turn led to the 1948 

War of Independence, which saw Israel defeat its Arab neighbors and achieve independent statehood. 

However, it is still enshrined as an important part of Israeli history, with a street being named "November 29 

Street" in Jerusalem and the partition plan being mentioned in the Declaration of Independence: 
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ñOn the 29th November, 1947, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution calling for the 

establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz Israel; the General Assembly required the inhabitants of Eretz 

Israel to take such steps as were necessary on their part for the implementation of that resolution. This 

recognition by the United Nations of the right of the Jewish people to establish their state is irrevocable. 

This right is the natural right of the Jewish people to be masters of their own fate, like all other nations, in 

their own sovereign state.ò 

In later years, the date would also become known as the annual International Day of Solidarity with the 

Palestinian People, a United Nations-organized event observed since 1978. 

Created as a result of UN General Assembly resolution 32/40 B in 1977, this specific date was chosen in 

memory of the partition plan. 

This day of solidarity is still recognized and observed by events, typically held at the UN headquarters in 

New York and offices in Vienna, Nairobi and Geneva, as well as other places.  

Many high-ranking UN officials, NGOs and other public figures tend to make statements regarding 

Palestine and the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict in special meetings at these events. Indeed, as noted 

by the UN's website, it is also the day when the UN General Assembly holds its annual debate about 

Palestine.  
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DIPLOMATIC MOMENTUM FOR RECOGNIZING  

A STATE OF PALESTINE IS GROWING. HEREôS WHAT TO KNOW. 

ATLANTIC COUNCIL experts 

Theyôre making a statement. In recent days, France, the United Kingdom, Canada, Portugal, and several 

other countries have said they may soon recognize a State of Palestine at the United Nations (UN)ðwhich 

would put them alongside more than 140 other nations across the globe. These decisions are shaped by 

the ongoing war and humanitarian crisis in Gaza, as well as by domestic political considerations. They also 

stand to affect relations with Israel and the United States, which do not recognize a Palestinian state. 

Below, Atlantic Council experts tour several countries to map out why these efforts are taking off now, how 

they are being received, and what to expect next. 

Click to jump to: 

France 

The United Kingdom 

Canada 

Portugal 

Germany 

Israel 

The United States 

New momentum to recognize 

 

FRANCE 

French President Emmanuel Macronôs decision to pledge recognition of a Palestinian state at the upcoming 

UN General Assembly in September took many observers, in and outside of France, by surprise. Only a 

few weeks earlier, Macron had cautiously articulated a vision that conditioned such recognition on demands 

that included the exclusion of Hamas from Palestinian politics. Several factors can explain this sudden shift. 

Domestically, Macron leads a minority centrist government, and the far-left opposition has long called for 

such recognition. However, Macronôs statement is unlikely to ease French politics, which are today less 

about the Israel-Palestine conflict than the approval of a contentious new government bill.  
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Frustration with the Netanyahu government over the prolongation of the Gaza war also influenced the 

French decision. However, there have been minimal punitive measures (yet) taken against Israel, be it at 

the French or the European Union level. Ultimately, the decision reflects Macronôs leadership: It is a gamble 

taken on a whim and meant to challenge the status quoði.e. the two-state solution inherited from the 

defunct Oslo process. Macron surely believes that it also allows France to play a leading role as a bridge 

between Western powers and the ñGlobal South.ò At first sight, the fact that Arab states such as Saudi 

Arabia, Egypt, and Qatar, as well as NATO allies such as the United Kingdom and Canada, are rallying to 

the French call gives credence to Macronôs gamble. But the momentum could peter out. Without support 

from the United States, without consultation with Israel, and without clarity on the territorial and political 

contours of such a Palestinian state, a French recognition will sadly be a mere rhetorical exercise.  

ðJean-Loup Samaan is a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Councilôs Scowcroft Middle East Security 

Initiative. He previously served as a policy analyst at the Directorate for Strategic Affairs of the French 

Ministry of Defense. 

Franceôs decision to recognize a Palestinian state in September, is driven by its assessment that achieving 

a two-state solution ñis in mortal danger.ò As the war in Gaza nears its two-year mark, and the Israeli 

colonization of the West Bank is speeding up supported by violent settlers, the possibility of a Palestinian 

state seems increasingly unattainable. France sees a ñstrategic breakdown in regional balanceò that is 

leading to unjustifiable security and humanitarian consequences throughout the Middle East, and it is 

choosing to act. Complementing US efforts to establish a quick cease-fire, France believes this move can 

carve out space for durable political options over the long term.  

Recognition comes along with a diplomatic process, which France and Saudi Arabia jointly proposed at a 

July 28 UN conference. Both countries are seeking to achieve wide-ranging support at the September UN 

General Assembly for a resolution outlining ñtangible, time-bound, and irreversible stepsò toward 

implementing a two-state solution. The co-sponsored resolution, which has received support from all 

countries in the Arab League, includes the disarmament and exclusion of Hamas from any future in the 

governance of Palestine and the Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip.  

The move is about international legacy for Macron as a Palestinian state has already been recognized by a 

majority of UN member states. It also has a domestic dimension, as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has 

heavy consequences on the political scene in France. 

ðL®onie Allardis a visiting fellow at the Atlantic Councilôs Europe Center, currently in residence from the 

French Ministry of Armed Forces.  
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THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Prime Minister Keir Starmerôs recognition of a Palestinian state (unless Israel makes an unexpected radical 

policy change) is a major turn in British foreign policy. Pressure from his party and public opinion has been 

growing in recent months for the United Kingdom to do more to save lives in the short term and help set 

conditions for a sustainable post-conflict political settlement. The immediate trigger for the change was the 

onset of famine in Gaza and the need to get Israel to think again about its approach. But Franceôs decision 

to recognize also affected the calculation of when and how the British voice should weigh in. The 

conditionality of the recognition was a way to align also with US goals as stated by President Donald 

Trump.   

Critics of the change say it is rewarding Hamas and is empty gesture politics. Starmer has made clear, 

however, that he sees no future for Hamas in governing Gaza. The historic and diplomatic significance of 

the step is far from empty. The Palestinians see this as a historic step that goes some way to balancing the 

Balfour Declaration, which was seen as paving the way to the Israeli state, and therefore giving the United 

Kingdom more influence as a peacemaker. By joining other global and European powers as well as the 

Arab states, the United Kingdom creates a more substantial building block for a US president to seek a 

comprehensive deal between Israel, the Palestinians, and both the Middle East and European 

neighborhoods. Starmer will continue to face challenges at home to control immigration and boost growth, 

but he is likely to boost his reputation as a prudent custodian of the United Kingdomôs national interest.  

ðJon Wilks is a distinguished fellow at the Atlantic Council and leads the Rafik Hariri Centerôs Transatlantic 

Program, strengthening US and European dialogue and collaboration on Middle East issues. He served for 

thirty-four years in the British Diplomatic Service, from 1989 to 2023, and he was British ambassador to 

Qatar, Iraq, Oman, and Yemen, as well as special envoy to Syria. 
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CANADA 

Much like Starmer, Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney has been driven by domestic political pressure 

and deeply rooted national values to make a dramatic foreign policy shift: recognizing Palestinian 

statehood. Canada now joins the overwhelming majority of UN member states that have already taken this 

step.  

What Ottawa likely did not anticipate was Trump reaching for his favorite toolðtariff threatsðas 

diplomatic punishment for upsetting Washingtonôs close ally, Israel. Yet, this reaction fits with Canadaôs 

broader reorientation of its foreign policy. Under Carney, Ottawa is looking less southward to Washington 

and more toward Europe and other global partnersðhis first foreign trip as prime minister was to Europe, 

not DC, a move that speaks volumes.  

Canadaôs recognition of Palestine was not unconditional. Ottawa sensibly tied it to major reforms, including 

a requirement for Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas to hold general elections by next year, to 

exclude Hamas, and to pursue demilitarization. Canada also pledged financial support to the Palestinian 

Authority to improve governanceðthough given the Authorityôs reputation for corruption and detachment 

from its people, success is far from guaranteed.  

In the broader context, this decision could embolden moderates on both the Israeli and Palestinian sides. 

Some pundits argue that Carneyôs move was purely ethicalðpointing to the humanitarian catastrophe in 

Gaza and Canadaôs opposition to policies that perpetuate famine and suffering. (Canada was one of the 

first Group of Seven nations to recognize Joseph Stalinôs forced famine, or Holodomor, of 1932-33 

and create a national annual memorial day.) But thereôs likely a domestic political calculation as well. 

Canadaôs fast-growing Arab population, estimated around 100,000, has increasing sway in swing 

constituencies, and that electoral reality cannot be ignored.  

ðMichael Bociurkiw is a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Councilôs Eurasia Center. 
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PORTUGAL 

The Portuguese governmentôs announcement that it would join the growing list of Western nations 

considering recognition of a Palestinian state marked a somewhat surprising evolution in Portuguese 

foreign policy. While stating it has always favored a two-state solution, Portugal in the near past felt its 

recognition of Palestine would be marginally consequential to any long-term solution to the conflict. The 

country also typically prefers to not highlight itself on such a controversial issue. While the humanitarian 

crisis in Gaza is certainly a motivating factor, persuasive negotiations from the French and British in New 

York at the UN were more likely stronger factors to nudge the Portuguese opinion.   

Prime Minister Lu²s Montenegroôs strategyðespecially listing ambitious preconditions, hearing opinions 

from President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa and the major political parties, and waiting to decide until 

September with other like-minded nationsðstill leaves him plenty of maneuvering room in case the 

spotlight becomes too hot for his liking.  

ðAndrew Bernard is a nonresident senior fellow with the Atlantic Councilôs Europe Center. 

No new plans to recognize 

 

GERMANY 

 

Unlike France, Germany is not planning on recognizing a Palestinian state at the upcoming UN General 

Assembly in September. 

On Thursday, German Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul said that such recognition should only come ñat 

the end ofò a two-state-solution process. He added, however, that ña negotiated two-state solution remains 

the only path that can offer people on both sides a life in peace, security, and dignity,ò and that this process 

should start at once. These comments came while en route to Israel, but also on the heels of mounting 

European pressure following the French and British moves toward recognition.   

Chancellor Friedrich Merz is also facing increased pressure at home, particularly from the center-left junior 

coalition partner, the Social Democratic Party, which has openly questioned Germanyôs unwavering support 
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for Israel. Merz is even facing pressure from the German public, where three in four people believe their 

country should ñexert more pressure on Israel.ò As one of Israelôs staunchest allies, Germany is in a tough 

spot. While recognition isnôt imminent, Germany could potentially speed up its timeline, but that decision 

mostly rests on what Israel does in the coming weeks and months.  

ðRachel Rizzo is a nonresident senior fellow at the Europe Center. 

 

ISRAEL 

Israelis are mostly unitedðsupporters and detractors of the Netanyahu government alikeðin the 

perception that any moves to recognize Palestinian statehood at this juncture would constitute a counter-

productive prize to the loathsome perpetrators and celebrants of the carnage wrought by Hamas and its 

accomplices on October 7, 2023.  

While they are divided deeply on questions regarding their own governmentôs prosecution of the war in 

Gaza and its level of culpability in the continued failure to secure freedom for the remaining fifty hostages 

being held captive there, Israelis harbor no doubts about Hamasôs primary responsibility for the fate of the 

captives and for the plight of the Palestinians under its (weakened) control. According to this thinking, this 

weekôs statements of intent by Macron, Starmer, and othersðif not fully surprising, given prevailing 

sentiments and circumstancesðwill only serve to complicate efforts toward a diplomatic solution, by 

incentivizing Hamas to stiffen its conditions for an agreement with an increasingly defensive Israel, while 

having only very limited impact on the actual situation in the territory, where Israeli forces remain deployed 

extensively.  

Eyes in Jerusalem will continue to be focused on Washington, where Trump is pushing back against these 

designs to accept Palestinian sovereignty and, thus far, withstanding pressure to impose any resolution on 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Any change in that White House perspective could, if it came, compel 

a similar reevaluation of Israelôs strategy as well.   

ðShalom Lipner is a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Councilôs Scowcroft Middle East Security 

Initiative who previously worked in foreign policy and public diplomacy during his time at the Prime 

Ministerôs Office in Jerusalem, where he served in the administrations of seven consecutive Israeli 

premiers. 
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THE UNITED STATES 

Trump has indicated that he shares the Israeli outlook on France and the United Kingdomôs expressed 

intent to recognize a Palestinian state. ñYou could make the case that youôre . . . rewarding Hamas if you do 

that,ò Trump said. ñI donôt think they should be rewarded. Iôm not in that camp, to be honest.ò  

Thatôs an understandable position, as far as it goes. The European recognitions will have no impact on the 

actual establishment of a Palestinian state. That can only come about through negotiations between Israel 

and the Palestinian Authority. While there needs to be a plan to achieve a Palestinian state that lives 

alongside a secure Israel, its achievement is a long way off. However it comes about, it should not be 

allowed to be seen as a win for the terrorist organization that conducted the October 7 attack.  

But it cannot be denied that these recognitions are a direct result of Israelôs failure to articulate any 

plausible day-after plan for Gaza. The Biden administrationôs efforts to define the security, governance, and 

humanitarian aspects of such a plan got little traction. Trump made it worse by offering up his proposal to 

build a Gaza ñRiviera,ò which extremist ministers in the Israeli cabinet took as license to pursue their vision 

of reoccupying Gaza, emptying it of its Palestinian residents, returning Israeli settlers, and annexing it to 

Israel. That plan is a dead letter, widely rejected across the region, and is a recipe for more dead hostages, 

more dead Palestinian civilians, more dead Israeli soldiers, increased isolation of Israel, and no positive 

involvement by Arab states in Gazaôs future.  

Trump has an opportunity, with his rejection of the recognition announcements coinciding with the 

starvation crisis in Gaza, to turn in a new direction. In addition to pushing for a massive humanitarian aid 

surge, he should shift to working with Israel on an agreement to end the war and gain the release of all 

hostages, with a follow-up plan to work with Arab states on the exile of remaining Hamas leaders and 

fighters, the deployment of an Arab security force, and the introduction of alternative Palestinian leadership 

prepared to live in peace with Israel.   

ðDaniel B. Shapiro is a distinguished fellow with the Atlantic Councilôs Scowcroft Middle East Security 

Initiative. He served as US ambassador to Israel from 2011 to 2017, and most recently as deputy assistant 

secretary of defense for Middle East policy. He also previously served as the director of the Atlantic 

Councilôs N7 Initiative. 
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LACKING HAREDI MANPOWER, IDF TURNS TO WOMANPOWER:  

1 IN 5 FIGHTERS ARE NOW FEMALE 

During recent Knesset committee discussions,  

IDF representatives revealed that women now make up 20.9% of the combat force.  

Among them are a growing number of religious women 

THE TIMES OF ISRAEL   Tal Schneider 21 May 2025 

One in five Israeli combat soldiers is female, a senior officer said in a recent Knesset hearing, underlining a 

major uptick in women serving in fighting roles. 

ñToday, women make up 20.9% of the IDFôs combat force ï this is an unprecedented figure. Weôre also 

seeing an increase in the technological units, but the main surge is in women serving as combat soldiers,ò 

Brig. Gen. Shay Tayeb, head of the Personnel Directorateôs Planning and Personnel Management Division, 

said on May 7 while presenting official data to Knesset members in a discussion focused on female combat 

soldiers in the context of the need for an equitable conscription law for ultra-Orthodox men. 

However, as women increasingly enlist in light infantry battalions, elite combat units, and other units that 

may put them on the frontlines, the army may struggle to address the dual challenge of integrating them 

alongside a hoped-for influx of ultra-Orthodox soldiers, policy planners warned. 

Out of 18,915 Haredim who received initial draft orders since July 2024, around 319 have enlisted; 2,521 

who ignored multiple draft orders were sent immediate call-up orders requiring them to show up at an 

induction center within 48 hours or be declared a draft evader. 

In direct opposition to Haredi men evading the draft, Maj. Sapir Barabi, head of the Sources Department at 

the IDF Personnel Directorate, noted that between 2012 and 2024 ï based on recruitment yearbook data ï 

the number of female combat soldiers rose tenfold. 

Regarding the types of combat roles open to women, the IDF said that women can today be assigned to 

58% of combat positions. Units still closed to women include all of the IDFôs maneuvering infantry and 

armored forces, along with the vast majority of commando units, all of which are trained to operate within 

enemy territory. 

CRACKS IN THE SPECIAL FORCES GLASS CEILING 

The IDF has offered women combat service for about 20 years in the framework of mixed-gender light 

infantry battalions that are permanently stationed on Israelôs borders with Egypt, Jordan, and, more 

recently, the West Bank, as part of the Border Defense Corps. 
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Women comprise approximately 60% of all mixed-gender battalions, and the male and female combat 

soldiers train and serve together from the moment of enlistment through training and deployment to the 

borders. 

During the October 7, 2023, Hamas onslaught, members of one of the light infantry battalions normally 

stationed on the Egypt border, Caracal, and its all-female tank company fought for hours, killing dozens of 

attackers along the border and in communities overrun by terrorists. 

The Home Front Commandôs Search and Rescue Brigade, whose troops are mostly women and fully 

combat-trained, is often deployed to carry out routine arrest and defense operations in the West Bank. 

During the war, the search and rescue forces operated in Gaza to assist the maneuvering troops. 

In the Air Force, women and men serve together in the aerial defense array ð technically considered 

combat service. The Navy also sees women serving alongside men aboard missile boats. 

Female soldiers also serve as canine handlers in the elite Oketz unit and as paramedics in other male-

dominated infantry and armored brigades, including during the ground offensive in Gaza. 

The IDF is expanding other opportunities after seeing a significant rise in the number of women serving in 

combat roles. 

In 2024, the IDF launched pilot programs to integrate women into special forces units, including Unit 669, 

Sayeret Matkal, and Yahalom ï the Combat Engineering Corpsô elite unit. The pilot at Yahalom has ended 

and the IDF is awaiting a decision on whether it will officially open the unit to female service. 

Some female soldiers who completed the Yahalom pilot have already gone on to the IDF officersô course, 

while others are now completing two years in the unit. It is unclear whether the IDF has integrated those 

women who completed the pilot into operational activity beyond the border. 

The two female soldiers who were recruited to the prestigious 669 rescue unit dropped out, and no public 

information is available about the one recruited to the Sayeret Matkal special reconnaissance unit. At this 

point, there is no information on whether the pilot as a whole will continue or whether additional female 

recruits will be added to these units. 

The IDF notes that all the women initially passed the screening and combat training requirements, using an 

adjusted physical fitness scale. 

Another ongoing IDF pilot is testing the integration of women into combat mobility units in the Ground 

Forces. Each infantry battalion currently has mobility platoons, usually composed of regular infantry 

soldiers who receive additional training in operational driving on Hummers and/or ATVs. 

The primary mission of the mobility unit is to deliver heavy supplies to forces operating in enemy territory ï 

water, food, ammunition, mortars, missiles, and more. Other tasks include evacuating wounded soldiers 
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under fire or transporting equipment between company commanders or from company commanders to 

battalion commanders, also under fire. 

This pilot began recently and includes about 30 female combat soldiers recruited as a cohesive platoon. 

They are in advanced training at the Paratroopers Brigade training base, Camp Eitan, near Kibbutz 

Shomria. 

According to Barabi, their training course is identical to that of male combat soldiers. The IDF decided to 

keep the women as a separate gender-segregated platoon within the brigade training base and not to 

integrate them into mixed-gender units with male combat soldiers. 

A further pilot program expected to open to female combat soldiers in the 2025 recruitment cycle is in Unit 

504 ï the unit responsible for recruiting agents in enemy territory and interrogating prisoners, both in the 

field and in IDF facilities. Unit 504 belongs to the IDFôs Intelligence Directorate, which has the highest 

number of women serving in general intelligence roles. 

ENOUGH PILOT PROGRAMS; LET THE WOMEN FLY 

MK Merav Michaeli of the Labor party accused the military of using the pilot program system as a tool to 

delay integrating women into combat roles. 

ñI donôt see other parts of the population being placed under various pilot programs,ò she said. ñJust let 

them be assessed according to the óright person for the right roleô policy and put an end to all these pilots.ò 

One of the more contentious issues raised in the discussion, in the Knessetôs Subcommittee on Human 

Resources of the Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, was the IDFôs decision to allow religious female 

soldiers to serve in combat roles within ñgendered platoons,ò similar to the arrangements offered to religious 

male soldiers who do not want to serve alongside female combatants. 

For example, the IDF is expected to soon open up for women a gender-segregated combat platoon in the 

Combat Intelligence Collection Array ð part of the Border Defense Corps ð likely within the Eitam 

Battalion, which monitors the Egypt and Jordan border in southern Israel, and another such platoon within 

one of the Aerial Defense Arrayôs Iron Dome battalions. 

Michaeli sees the IDFôs allowing of sex-segregated units for religious soldiers as a dangerous path that 

could undermine the armyôs operational goals. 

ñDividing units by gender or sex does not stem from operational needs but from political considerations,ò 

she said. ñYou described a phenomenon of ultra-Orthodox soldiers who donôt want to serve in artillery units 

because theyôd have to serve alongside female combatants. This is a dangerous approach for the IDF. The 

great concern is that gender segregation will expand, and ultimately this will harm the IDF ï and will harm 

women.ò 
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SIMILAR DROPOUT RATE 

Asked about the dropout rate of female combat soldiers from their training tracks, Barabi noted that in the 

Border Defense Corps the dropout rate among women is 15%, compared to 14% among men. ñThere is no 

major difference between the genders,ò she said, ñand the rates of leaving combat roles are similar across 

all units.ò 

Also participating in the discussion was Ofra Ash, CEO of the Deborah Forum, which promotes women in 

national security and foreign policy, who pointed out that there is still a lack of women in senior command 

roles in the IDF. 

ñUntil there are women at the General Staff Forum ï women who rose through the combat and operational 

ranks ï we cannot say that progress has been made,ò she said. 

Currently, there are only two female generals serving in the General Staff Forum, both legal officers. 

TAKING PRESSURE OFF THE RESERVES 

At a follow-up discussion in the Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee on May 8, the IDFôs Tayeb 

emphasized that ñevery new regular mixed-gender battalion ï male and female ï presents immense 

potential to reduce dependence on the reserves.ò 

Tayeb explained that a single regular battalion ï for example, a mixed-gender battalion in the Border 

Defense Corps or the Search and Rescue Brigade ï is equivalent in operational output to about seven 

reserve battalions. 

However, if there is one statistic that indicates the growth in the number of women serving in significant 

roles in the IDF, it is the percentage of women currently serving in the reserves. 

During the Second Lebanon War in 2006, women made up only 3% of reservists. By Operation Protective 

Edge in 2014, that figure had risen to 8%, and in the October 7 war, the proportion of women in the 

reserves surged to 20%. 

On a general IDF level, he said, 90% of all IDF roles are currently open to women. 

Tayeb revealed that of female candidates for military service, 37% identify as religious ï either ultra-

Orthodox or national-religious. Additionally, 25% of enlisted women are assigned to units in which the 

mandatory service period is 32 months, the same as for men. These units include the combat forces as well 

as some intelligence units. 

During the discussion, MK Simcha Rothman from the Religious Zionism party asked how the sharp 

increase in the number of women ï particularly religious ones ï joining combat roles occurred organically, 

without any special measures taken by the IDF. This, Rothman noted, contrasted with the IDFôs 

considerable logistical and financial investment in recruiting ultra-Orthodox men, which has not yielded 

similar results. 
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Three female MKs ð Michaeli, Sharon Nir, and Efrat Rayten ð told Rothman that womenôs motivation 

stemmed from watching their brothers and friends enlist, and from a desire to take an equal part. In fact, in 

many cases, they said, the womenôs families did not support their decision to choose combat service. 

The female MKs said that in the case of womenôs enlistment, the IDF did not run any special recruitment 

campaigns ï the demand for meaningful service arose from the ground up. 
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HAREDIM THREATEN TO BOLT COALITION  

AS IDF LAUNCHES OPERATION AGAINST DRAFT DODGERS 

óAs soon as there is one arrestéwe will shut down the government,ô  

United Torah Judaism official says 

THE TIMES OF ISRAEL Sam Sokol and Emanuel Fabian  13 May 2025 
 
 

 
 

Ultra-Orthodox Jews protest the IDF draft outside the Jerusalem enlistment center, 

April 28, 2025. (Sam Sokol/Times of Israel) 

The Israel Defense Forces on Tuesday confirmed that it had launched a ñroutineò Military Police campaign 

to detain people who ignored enlistment orders following the latest round of call-ups. 

News of the arrest raids sparked a political firestorm, with ultra-Orthodox politicians threatening to bring 

down the government over the move. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahuôs government is already on 

rocky ground due to its failure so far to pass legislation reestablishing yeshiva studentsô exemptions from 

military service, which were struck down by the High Court last year. 

In a statement, the IDF said, ñLast night, there was an [arrest] operation close to the draft period as has 

been carried out previously, in an equal manner across all segments of society and against anyone who did 

not show up as required.ò 

The comment came after reports claimed that the army would launch large-scale arrest raids on 

Wednesday targeting Haredi draft dodgers. 

The army said the campaign on Monday night was aimed at a total of 36 people evading conscription, and 

not just ultra-Orthodox men. The IDF would first make contact with those not showing up at induction 

centers and attempt to sort the matter out voluntarily, and would only afterward carry out arrests. 

It is unclear how many arrests actually took place. 
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Ultra-orthodox men clash with police during a protest against the military draft,  

outside the IDF Recruitment Center at Tel Hashomer, August 5, 2024. (Tomer Neuberg/Flash90) 

The detainees would either face disciplinary measures or a criminal trial, depending on how long they had 

ignored draft orders. In general, Military Police arrest campaigns are aimed at those who ignore recent draft 

orders, and therefore only face disciplinary ð not criminal ð measures. 

It was the third arrest campaign against draft dodgers since the beginning of the war, with the previous 

ones taking place in November 2024 and March 2025, according to the army. 

The military noted that last week, IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Eyal Zamir instructed the Personnel 

Directorate to come up with a plan to send out more draft orders to members of the ultra-Orthodox 

community 

ñThe plan is currently being prepared,ò the IDF said. 

Speaking with the Haredi news site Kikar Hashabbat last week, UTJ lawmaker Yaakov Asher warned that if 

the Knesset did not pass draft exemption legislation by the end of the summer session, on July 27, his 

party would no longer be able to remain in the government. 

ñIf this law does not pass in this sessioné we will have a very big problem sitting in such a government, 

period,ò he said, adding that UTJ ñcannot be part of a governmentò that turns Haredim into ñcriminals.ò 

 

Ultra-Orthodox soldiers are drafted into the military at an induction center,  

April 28, 2025. (Israel Defense Forces) 

https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war.pdf
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war-videos.pdf
https://static-cdn.toi-media.com/www/uploads/2024/08/F240805AVS04-e1722844917987.jpg
https://static-cdn.toi-media.com/www/uploads/2025/05/WhatsApp_Image_2025-04-28_at_15.png


100 
 
 

PART 1 ï 4,000 YEARS OF 

JEWISH HISTORY 
PART 2 ï JEWISH RETURN 

TO ISRAEL 

PART 3 ï ISRAEL-HAMAS 

WAR (CONTENT / VIDEOS) 

PART 4 ï AFTER THE WAR 

(COMING SOON) 

Shas and United Torah Judaism are currently boycotting private member bills brought by members of the 

coalition in an effort to pressure Netanyahu to push the controversial enlistment legislation through. 

With the news that the IDF plans on significantly increasing enforcement, many in the Haredi community 

are ñvery worried,ò Yisroel Cohen, an ultra-Orthodox journalist with close ties to the Haredi parties, told The 

Times of Israel on Tuesday. 

ñIt could bring this whole story to an explosive end. If they arrest even one or two yeshiva students in the 

street, it could bring about a big crisis, even potentially prompting the Haredim to dismantle the 

government,ò he said. 

ñIf they go to the yeshivas, it will breach every red line,ò Cohen added. 

Senior ultra-Orthodox political officials informed Netanyahu on Tuesday that the launch of a large-scale 

enforcement operation against Haredi draft dodgers could bring about their ñimmediate resignation from the 

government,ò national broadcaster Kan reported. 

Speaking with the Ynet news site, a senior Haredi party official declared that ñif dozens and hundreds of 

yeshiva students are indeed arrested, as we are currently seeing, these will be the governmentôs final 

days.ò 

Similarly, an unnamed United Torah Judaism official told Army Radio that ñas soon as there is one arrest 

tomorrow, we will shut down the government and begin the dissolution process.ò 

This rhetoric echoed Shas chairman Aryeh Deriôs statement last month that the government would not 

survive the arrest of yeshiva students. 

ñAs long asé there is no proactive action by the state to arrest yeshiva students, we will continue to be part 

of the government, but as soon as there is such an arrest, even oneé that is a red line for us,ò Deri told his 

ultra-Orthodox partyôs HaDerech newspaper.òWe will not be able to continue to be a part of such a 

government.ò 

Unlike the Haredim, the leaders of the Knesset opposition welcomed the operation, with Opposition Leader 

Yair Lapid tweeting that ñthe Military Police are not óarresting Haredim,ô they are arresting young Israelis 

who received a draft order during the war and did not show up at the military induction base to enlist in the 

defense of the country.ò 

ñThe law is the law, recruitment is recruitment, and equality is equality. Donôt stop, recruit everyone,ò 

tweeted The Democrats chairman Yair Golan. 

Military officials have acknowledged that in practice, the IDF had not been enforcing the draft orders it was 

sending out to Haredim. 

ñWe donôt enforce the draft orders for the ultra-Orthodox enough. There is almost no enforcement of them,ò 

an official told reporters earlier this week. 
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ñWe donôt want Military Police battalions to storm Bnei Brak, Modiôin Illit, and Beitar Illit,ò the official said, 

referring to three major ultra-Orthodox cities. ñWe want to increase enforcement, but itôs difficult for us.ò 

Normally, after ignoring two draft orders, a potential conscript receives an immediate call-up order and must 

show up at an induction center within 48 hours or be declared a draft evader. 

The consequences of being declared a draft evader include receiving a ñno exit orderò ð being barred from 

leaving the country. In addition, during any encounter with the police, the draft dodger can be arrested. The 

exact timeline between the draft orders varies. 

 

Ultra-Orthodox Jews protest the IDF draft outside the Jerusalem enlistment center,  

April 28, 2025. (Sam Sokol/Times of Israel) 

Currently, approximately 80,000 Haredi men between the ages of 18 and 24 are eligible for military service 

and have not enlisted. 

The IDF in the coming weeks will complete sending out draft orders to 24,000 Haredi men, wrapping up an 

effort that began last summer but has seen only a handful enlist. As of late April, only 232 of those who 

have received orders have enlisted ð 57 of them in combat roles. 

In total, just over 1,800 Haredim have enlisted in the IDF since last summer, far fewer than the militaryôs 

goal of 4,800. 

As of early February, arrest warrants had been issued for 1,212 Haredim who ignored multiple enlistment 

orders, a number that has likely increased in the interim. 

During a discussion in the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee last week, Brig. Gen. Shay 

Tayeb, head of the IDF Personnel Directorateôs Planning and Personnel Management Division, told 

lawmakers the IDF has three main enforcement mechanisms: stopping people at Ben Gurion Airport, 

random police checks, and dedicated operations against evaders. 

Such operations have been limited over the last year and a half as the bulk of the Military Policeôs 

resources have been tied up in imprisoning captured terrorists, he said. 
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According to Tayeb, since the beginning of the year, 340 Israelis who received military draft orders and 

dodged service were detained while trying to leave the country ð 52 of whom had recently received orders 

as part of an effort to recruit ultra-Orthodox men. Of those who were detained, 23 have since been drafted 

to the IDF, he said. 

Speaking with the committee last month, Lt. Col. Avigdor Dickstein, head of the Haredi branch of the IDFôs 

Personnel Directorate, seemed to indicate that the army sees large-scale arrest operations as ineffective. 

ñCurrently, the most significant and effective sanction is Ben Gurion Airport; there is currently no other 

sanction,ò Dickstein asserted. ñThere is the ability to make arrests, but it is extremely ineffective. If I grab 

him and put him in a police car, will he end up enlisting?ò 

Speaking with The Times of Israel last week, former IDF chief military defense counsel Col. (res.) Ran 

Cohen Rochverger alleged that from November 2023 until this April, the military had significantly increased 

penalties for desertion against regular service and reserve troops, without a corresponding change in legal 

consequences for draft evaders. 

The Ynet news site recently reported that the IDF had been in contact with the Justice Ministry to discuss 

the use of available sanctions, including ones that could have a significant economic impact on evaders. 

Under existing laws, it is possible to block draft dodgers from obtaining drivers licenses, receiving passports 

or renewing their state identification cards, Deputy Knesset Speaker Evgeny Sova told The Times of Israel 

on Tuesday. 

ñYou can do that today, but the state doesnôt do it,ò he said. ñBut you canôt carry on with your life, use state 

services in a normal and regular way without actually settling this matter.ò 

 

Ultra-Orthodox soldiers draft to the IDFôs new Haredi brigade, known as the Hasmonean Brigade, January 

5, 2025. (Israel Defense Forces) 

The government has also done little, if anything, to combat those actively encouraging yeshiva students to 

dodge the draft. 
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Since the High Court of Justiceôs ruling in June 2024 ending the exemption of Haredim from military 

service, multiple initiatives affiliated with various Haredi factions have sprung up to guide young men 

through their new post-exemption reality, and encourage them to disregard IDF enlistment orders. 

The Israel Police and the attorney general appear to have failed to crack down on such groups, despite 

demands for investigation by advocacy groups and lawmakers. Under the law, someone inciting others to 

evade service during wartime is liable for a prison term of 15 years. 
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VENTURING INTO HAREDI ENCLAVES, AN ISRAELI ATHEIST TRIES 

A NEW FORM OF JEWISH OUTREACH 

Naor Narkis has launched a movement to help members  

of the insular ultra-Orthodox community explore other options  

THE TIMES OF ISRAEL Alexandra Vardi  24 May 2025 

 

Hozrim Betvuna founder Naor Narkis, right, speaks with a passerby in the largely ultra-Orthodox  

central Israeli city of Bnei Brak, May 2025. (Alexandra Vardi) 

At the edge of the largely ultra-Orthodox central Israeli city of Bnei Brak, 36-year-old atheist Naor Narkis 

has set up an information booth. Itôs Friday, and the street buzzes with the usual pre-Shabbat bustle as 

people rush to complete their last-minute errands a few hours before sunset, when public transportation will 

halt and shops will close for the day of rest. 

Narkis founded a movement in 2024 called Hozrim Betvuna (ñReturning to Reasonò) whose self-stated goal 

is to provide information to ñhelp those who wish to leave the ultra-Orthodox world.ò 

Despite their hurry, many slow down to glance curiously toward the booth, where a handful of secular 

activists hand out brochures to teenage boys in black hats. 

A slim blue leaflet lists ñTen Reasons to Leave the Ultra-Orthodox Community,ò which include escaping the 

rigidity of an oppressive environment, pursuing professional fulfillment, earning a living, and enjoying sexual 

freedom. 

ñI want to encourage you to make your own choices, to live your own life, instead of following the rabbisô 

orders,ò Narkis tells one intrigued Haredi passerby. Their exchange ends with a warm handshake. 

Others react with hostility. ñComing into a religious city to hand out flyers to secularize the ultra-Orthodox ð 

just like it says on your sign ð is pure provocation,ò a woman fumes, pointing at the movementôs blue-and-

white banner. 
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A police officer asks Hozrim Betvuna founder Naor Narkis, left, to vacate his stall and cease reaching out to 

passersby in the largely ultra-Orthodox central Israeli city of Bnei Brak, May 2025. (Alexandra Vardi) 

The conversations between activists and passersby continue peaceably until the police arrive and order the 

group to pack up, citing a ñpublic disturbance.ò 

The scene is a starñhttps://www.timesofisrael.com/venturing-into-haredi-enclaves-an-israeli-atheist-tries-a-

new-form-of-jewish-outreach.  Weôve had several calls,ò an officer explains. 

A reminder that, beyond the war sparked by Hamasôs October 7, 2023, terror onslaught, additional divides 

continue to shape Israeli society, including the tension between religious and secular communities. 

POPPING THE EDUCATION BUBBLE 

Haredim (a Hebrew term for ultra-Orthodox that literally means ñthose who tremble before Godò) make up 

roughly 14 percent of Israelôs 10 million citizens. Adherents to the Haredi brand of Orthodoxy are governed 

by strict religious laws and often reside in insular, self-contained communities to distance themselves from 

the influences of the outside world. 

 

Ultra-Orthodox students seen at the Ponevezh Yeshiva in Bnei Brak, February 27, 2024.  

(Chaim Goldberg/ Flash90) 
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With a record fertility rate of 6.4 children per woman, Haredim could account for 32% of Israelôs population 

by 2065, according to projections by the Central Bureau of Statistics ð a demographic trend that Narkis 

sees as a threat to the countryôs stability. 

ñEconomically, itôs unsustainable,ò he says bluntly. Many Haredi men do not work, instead dedicating their 

lives to Torah study in yeshivas (religious schools), supported by costly government subsidies. This keeps 

much of the community in poverty, Narkis argues ð a situation perpetuated by ultra-Orthodox parties such 

as Shas and United Torah Judaism, which have become key players in coalition governments. In exchange 

for their political support, they secure crucial influence over issues including public transport and education. 

 

Haredi men protest against the sale of smartphones at a shop in Jerusalem, on December 22, 2022. 

(Yonatan Sindel/Flash90) 

The latter has become a hot-button issue as Haredi elementary and high schools often choose to focus on 

religious studies while neglecting to seriously teach secular topics, with little meaningful oversight or 

enforcement of educational standards to which other communities are held. 

ñThe state is funding schools that donôt teach math, English, or science, leaving students ill-equipped for 

the workforce,ò Narkis adds. 

The gap between the ultra-Orthodox and the rest of Israeli society is also widening over the contentious 

issue of mandatory military service. Since Israelôs founding, the Haredi community has been exempted from 

the military draft. Despite the Supreme Court overturning that exemption last June, very few Haredim have 

joined the ranks of the IDF, while hundreds of secular and religious Zionist soldiers have been killed since a 

multi-front conflict erupted with the Hamas invasion of October 7, 2023. 

For Narkis, the stakes couldnôt be higher: ñWe live in a hostile environment, and we need to stay strong ð 

economically and militarily. We wonôt survive otherwise.ò 

https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war.pdf
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war-videos.pdf
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israels-birth-rate-remains-highest-in-oecd-by-far-at-2-9-children-per-woman/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/haredim-are-fastest-growing-population-will-be-16-of-israelis-by-decades-end/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-historic-ruling-high-court-says-government-must-begin-drafting-haredi-men-into-idf/
https://static-cdn.toi-media.com/www/uploads/2024/07/F221222YS37.jpg


107 
 
 

PART 1 ï 4,000 YEARS OF 

JEWISH HISTORY 
PART 2 ï JEWISH RETURN 

TO ISRAEL 

PART 3 ï ISRAEL-HAMAS 

WAR (CONTENT / VIDEOS) 

PART 4 ï AFTER THE WAR 

(COMING SOON) 

 

A stall set up by activists for Hozrim Betvuna in the largely ultra-Orthodox central Israeli city of Bnei Brak, 

May 2025. (Alexandra Vardi) 

But he warns that Israelôs demographic and political trajectory also threatens the foundations of its liberal 

democracy. The Haredi worldview, rooted in halacha, or Jewish law, sometimes clashes with Israelôs 

pluralistic, egalitarian values, Narkis says, foreshadowing a future where individual rights may be eroded. 

For the activist, reversing the tide is urgent, and education is the key. 

Narkis grew up in a secular family in a Tel Aviv suburb that still observed a few Jewish traditions such as 

Friday night kiddush. At 18, he watched his sister marry an ultra-Orthodox man and move to Bnei Brak. She 

went on to have eight children and cut off nearly all contact with the family. Only their mother is still allowed 

to visit ð provided she wears a long dress and black gloves. 

This family rupture pushed Narkis to investigate his niecesô and nephewsô lives by gathering testimonies 

from former Haredim. What he uncovered shocked him: children raised in a rigid system and taught to fear 

breaking religious rules. 

 

A Haredi soldier at the Mahane Yehuda Market in Jerusalem, May 14, 2025. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90) 
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ñThe ultra-Orthodox school system deliberately keeps students ignorant by withholding core subjects,ò 

Narkis charges. ñBy the time theyôre adults, many donôt know how to write a resume, open a bank account, 

or even spell their name in English.ò 

A study published earlier this month by Tel Aviv University researcher Nechumi Yaffe, herself from the ultra-

Orthodox community, found that about 50% of Haredim want to integrate into Israeli society by joining the 

workforce and/or going to university, and many would even be willing to serve in the army. But lack of basic 

knowledge and social pressure stand in their way. 

ñWe want to extend a hand to help them integrate,ò Narkis says, calling the figure encouraging. 

REVOLUTION BY SOCIAL MEDIA 

Thanks to a crowdfunding campaign, Hozrim Betvuna has distributed around 2,500 mobile phones to 

young Haredim ð simple but powerful tools in communities with restricted internet access. 

 

An activist with Hozrim Betvuna, right, hands out fliers in the largely ultra-Orthodox central Israeli city of 

Bnei Brak, May 2025. (Alexandra Vardi) 

On his YouTube channel, Narkis shares content inspired by the Haskalah, or Jewish Enlightenment, 

movement of the 18th and 19th centuries: educational videos on Darwinôs theory of evolution as well as 

practical guides on how to ace a job interview or avoid an arranged marriage. 

A savvy marketer, Narkis leverages the main social platforms popular among young people ð TikTok, 

Instagram, X, and Facebook ð and boosts his reach through TV appearances. 

His efforts are paying off, he says, backed by analytics. Some videos have racked up nearly 1 million views. 
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ñI get dozens of messages every day from young Haredim across the country asking for advice,ò he adds. 

Eager to expand the conversation about religionôs role in society, Narkis is now considering a run for office 

in the 2026 national elections under the banner of the Democrats Party founded last year by Yair Golan and 

Tomer Reznik in a merger between the left-wing Labor and Meretz parties. 

To critics who accuse him of wanting to destroy ultra-Orthodox society ð or even of antisemitism ð Narkis 

responds that he respects everyoneôs beliefs but wants to offer ñan alternativeò to those seeking a different 

path. 

ñWeôre not trying to change their faith; we want to encourage them to make their own choices,ò he says. 

For more on Haredim in Israel, please see: 
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ISRAEL USING AI TO PINPOINT HAMAS LEADERS,  

FIND HOSTAGES IN GAZA TUNNELS ð REPORT 

AI programs, including chatbot and audio-based location tool, reportedly developed by Unit 

8200 soldiers and reservists from big tech firms, said to have raised ethical concerns 

(see also  VIDEOS óWhy Israel still Canôt Defeat Hamas by AiTelly) 

THE TIMES OF ISRAEL   ToI Staff  26 April 2025 

 
Israel has made unprecedented use of artificial intelligence to wage war in Gaza, with many programs 

developed through cooperation between enlisted intelligence soldiers and reservists who work at large tech 

firms, The New York Times reported Friday, citing European, American and Israeli defense officials. 

While Israelôs use of AI in warfare has previously been revealed, the latest report details several different 

ways the IDF has incorporated AI, including a chatbot trained in multiple Arabic dialects that has served the 

IDF to gauge public sentiment, an AI-infused audio program that pinpoints targets based on sounds ñsuch 

as sonic bombs and airstrikes,ò and a facial recognition program that matches hidden or injured faces to 

real identities. 

Israeli officers cited by the Times said the AI helped find hostages and sped up certain tasks, but 

acknowledged the applications could sometimes be faulty. According to the Times, ñsome officials have 

struggled with the ethical implications of the AI toolsò because they can lead to increased surveillance, 

civilian deaths and wrongful arrests. 

Responding to the Times, the IDF said specific technologies were confidential and could not be commented 

on. The newspaper quoted the military as saying Israel ñis committed to the lawful and responsible use of 

data technology tools.ò 

Four Israeli officials cited by the Times said the IDF quickly cleared AI tools for deployment after the Gaza 

war was sparked on October 7, 2023, when thousands of Hamas-led terrorists stormed southern Israel to 

kill some 1,200 people and take 251 hostages. 

Some uses of AI in Gaza have been previously reported, including a virtual reality system that helps 

soldiers scan urban war zones. Israeli-Palestinian activist outlet +972, which first reported on the Arabic-

language chatbot, has also reported on a program called Lavender, said to have helped the IDF amass a 

list of 37,000 human targets based on their ties to Hamas. The military has denied using AI to generate 

such a kill list. 

Many of the AI tools were developed in an innovation hub set up by the Military Intelligence Directorateôs 

Unit 8200, according to the Times. Known as ñThe Studio,ò the hub helped connect enlisted soldiers with 
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reservists who work at companies such as Meta, Google and Microsoft, the Times said, citing the four 

Israeli officials. 

Avi Hasson, who heads the nonprofit Startup Nation Central that connects investors with companies in 

Israel, told the Times that the reservists ñbrought know-how and access to key technologies that werenôt  

Meta and Microsoft declined to comment, while Google responded that it had reservist employees in 

numerous countries and that their work was unrelated to the company, the Times said. 

Citing three Israeli and American officials briefed on the matter, the newspaper said the IDF in October 

2023 infused AI into decade-old technology in a bid to pinpoint Ibrahim Biari, the commander of Hamasôs 

Central Jabalia Battalion. 

The new tool reportedly enabled the IDF to track Biariôs phone calls to a Hamas tunnel complex under 

northern Gazaôs densely populated Jabalia refugee camp. A strike on the area was greenlit despite 

warnings within the military that several apartment buildings would need to be targeted to ensure Biari was 

killed. The strike, said to have killed dozens of people, is being probed by the military, which told the Times 

it was ñunable to provide any further information until the investigation is complete.ò 

The audio tool used to locate Biari has been sharpened over time to more accurately locate people, and 

has served the IDF in finding hostages in Gaza, the Times said, citing Israeli officers. 

Following the Hamas onslaught, Israel also erected temporary checkpoints between the Stripôs north and 

south, with security cameras capable of sending high-resolution images to an AI facial recognition program, 

the Times said. 

 

Displaced Palestinians walk through a muddy road amid the destruction  

in Jabalia in the northern Gaza Strip on February 6, 2025. (Bashar Taleb / AFP) 

Two Israeli intelligence officers cited by the newspaper said the system sometimes had trouble identifying 

obscured faces, leading to the arrest and interrogation of Palestinians flagged by mistake. 
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Three Israeli officers cited by the Times said ñThe Studioò at Unit 8200 also developed an AI large language 

model capable of handling texts in various dialects of spoken Arabic. 

According to the Times, such tools are difficult to develop because most relevant training data appears in 

standard written Arabic. The IDF, on the other hand, ñhas decades of intercepted text messages, 

transcribed phone calls and posts scraped from social media in spoken Arabic dialects,ò the Times said, 

citing the three officers. 

The program was said to have been developed in the early months of the war and incorporated into 

multimedia databases, enabling military analysts to run complicated searches of images and videos, the 

Times said. 

The chatbot reportedly had difficulty identifying modern slang and words transliterated from English, 

requiring intelligence officers with knowledge of the dialects to check its output. The program was also said 

to have provided some wrong answers, such as ñreturning photos of pipes instead of guns.ò 

Nonetheless, according to two Israeli intelligence officers cited by the Times, the chatbot has significantly 

sped up the militaryôs research and analysis. 

The Times cited three officers as saying the technology allowed the military to gauge whether there was 

public pressure in the Arab world for a counterstrike on Israel after it assassinated Hezbollah chief Hassan 

Nasrallah in September. 
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24-COUNTRY SURVEY: SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL  

STRONGEST IN KENYA AND NIGERIA, LOWEST IN TURKEY 

In US, 53% of respondents are opposed to Israel and 45% in favor,  

Pew poll finds; Netanyahuôs favourability is low across the board 

  THE TIMES OF ISRAEL  Luke Tress 5 June 2025, 10:50 

 

Protesters hold an Israeli flag stained with red paint at an anti-Israel demonstration in Madrid, Spain,  

on May 11, 2024.(Pierre-Philippe Marcou/AFP) 

International views of Israel and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu are largely negative, especially on the 

political left and with the young, according to a survey released on Tuesday. 

The Pew Research Center surveyed adults in 24 countries about their views of Israel and Netanyahu, and 

reported on how those views have changed over time. 

In 20 of the countries, at least half of the respondents had a negative view of Israel, led by Turkey, with 

93%, followed by Indonesia, 80%, Japan, 79%, the Netherlands, 78%, and Spain and Sweden, both at 

75%. 

The outliers were Kenya and Nigeria. In Kenya, 50% had a favorable view of Israel and 42% unfavorable, 

and in Nigeria, 59% were favorable and 32% unfavorable. Those countries, like Israel, have grappled with 

Islamic terrorism in recent years. The only other African country surveyed was South Africa, where 54% had 

a negative view. 

In India, views were mixed, with 34% of respondents reporting a favorable view of Israel and 29% 

unfavorable. 

In the US, 53% of respondents were opposed to Israel and 45% in favor. 
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The median for all countries surveyed was 62% unfavorable and 29% favorable. Some respondents did not 

know or refused to answer. 

Younger people were more against Israel, especially in high-income countries such as the US, Australia, 

Canada, France and South Korea. 

Some countries have seen a significant swing against Israel in recent years. In the US, Israelôs 

unfavourability jumped 11 percentage points since the spring of 2022. In the UK, it went up 17 points since 

2013. France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Indonesia and Turkey also saw an increase in hostility against Israel. 

Turkey was the only Middle Eastern country surveyed, besides Israel. In Israel, 81% of respondents had a 

favorable view of the country. 

Respondents on the political left were more hostile to Israel, particularly in Europe and Australia. In Spain, 

91% of those on the left had a negative view of Israel, in Australia and the Netherlands it was 90%, and in 

Greece, 89%. 

In the US, 74% of those on the left had an unfavorable view of Israel, compared to 30% on the right. 

The results are in line with other surveys that have found that young and left-leaning Americans are 

increasingly hostile to Israel. 

Netanyahuôs approval ratings were low across the board, except for in Kenya and Nigeria. The countries 

most against the prime minister were Turkey, Spain, Italy, Sweden, the Netherlands and France. 

The survey also asked Israelis about how they think Israel is viewed around the world. The majority ð 58% 

ð said Israel is not respected globally. Israelis on the right were more likely to say Israel was respected 

abroad. Israeli Arabs and Jews had roughly the same opinion. 

The margin of error ranged from 2.5% to 4.7%, depending on the country. The survey was carried out 

between January and April, and polled at least 1,000 residents in each foreign country. 
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HOW LIKELY ARE THE HAREDIM TO ACTUALLY TOPPLE  

THE GOVERNMENT ð AND WHAT COMES NEXT? 

With Shas and UTJ using the threat of elections to pressure Netanyahu  

for concessions on enlistment issue, coalition insider puts chances of Knesset  

dissolving during summer session at 20% 

THE TIMES OF ISRAEL  Sam Sokol 9 June 2025 

 

Shas party chairman and Interior Affairs Minister, Aryeh Deri, casts his ballot at a voting station in 

Jerusalem, during the Knesset Elections, on March 02, 2020 (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90) 

Last Wednesday, the spiritual leaders of Degel Hatorah, one of the two factions that make up the ultra-

Orthodox United Torah Judaism party, instructed their MKs to introduce a bill to dissolve the Knesset due to 

the coalitionôs failure to pass a law exempting yeshiva students from conscription. 

The next day, the spiritual leadership of UTJôs Hasidic Agudat Yisrael followed suit, with its ruling Council of 

Torah Sages backing new elections. 

Buoyed by the cracks in the coalition, opposition parties Yesh Atid, Yisrael Beytenu, National Unity and The 

Democrats announced that they would submit a bill for the Knessetôs dissolution this Wednesday. 

However, with only seven Knesset seats, UTJ on its own does not have the ability to bring down the 

government, as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahuôs coalition currently holds 68 out of the 120 

parliamentary seats. 

Thus, any effort to do so on UTJôs part would require the cooperation of the Sephardic Shas party, which on 

Monday morning announced that it, too, will vote in favor of dissolving the Knesset. 

But how likely is it that the Haredim will end up actually toppling the government? And, if they do, how does 

the process of dissolving the Knesset work? 
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NEGOTIATIONS ON THE ENLISTMENT BILL 

The heart of the current crisis lies with the ultra-Orthodox leadershipôs frustration with Likud MK Yuli 

Edelstein. As head of the Knessetôs powerful Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee, Edelstein has long 

blocked the passage of a government-backed bill enshrining the broad exclusion from IDF service for 

Haredim, as demanded by the Shas and UTJ, and has instead been pledging that any law coming out of 

his committee would levy strong financial sanctions on draft dodgers. 

According to reports, a revised draft of the bill by Edelsteinôs committee includes a raft of harsh penalties, 

including the loss of property tax and public transportation discounts, the removal of tax benefits for working 

women married to dodgers, exclusion from the housing lottery, and the cancellation of daycare and 

academic subsidies. 

The bill would also prevent draft dodgers up to the age of 29 from receiving driverôs licenses or traveling 

abroad and would open them up to the threat of arrest. 

Edelsteinôs unwillingness to back down from this position in last-ditch talks with the Haredim brokered by 

Netanyahu was what led Degel HaTorahôs leaders to support dissolving the Knesset. While he has shown 

somewhat more flexibility in subsequent talks over recent days, it was not enough to prevent Shas from 

following UTJôs lead. 

According to Channel 12, Edelstein expressed willingness to back off the cancellation of property tax 

discounts and allow the Haredim to receive tax breaks on the purchase of their first apartments. 

Nevertheless, significant gaps remain, with the veteran lawmaker continuing to insist that the sanctions be 

applied immediately, while the Haredim are pushing for any penalties to be delayed by up to a year, in an 

apparent effort to weaken the pressure on evaders. 

AN INTEREST IN PRESERVING THE KNESSET 

However, despite its harsh rhetoric against Edelstein (the partyôs spiritual leader said ñhis soul is an 

abominationñ), many pundits have pointed out that Shas has an interest in keeping the Knesset together, at 

least for now. 

The party is in the middle of a concerted push to appoint affiliated rabbis to municipal posts throughout the 

country, strengthening its political machine for the long haul. 

ñThey have already appointed a handful of municipal rabbis with approximately 50 more [positions] still 

open,ò explained Rabbi Seth Farber, the director of the ITIM nonprofit, which helps Israelis navigate the 

countryôs religious bureaucracy. 
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Maj. Gen. David Zini, the head of the IDFôs Training Command (left), greets an ultra-Orthodox soldier 

drafting to the IDFôs new Haredi brigade, known as the Hasmonean Brigade, January 5, 2025.  

(Israel Defense Forces) 

According to Farber, while there is no law against continuing to appoint city rabbis following the dissolution 

of the Knesset, practically speaking, ñif thereôs snap elections, then clearly the moment thereôs a date of the 

election, all the things will have to stop.ò 

Moreover, the opposition has promised to advance ultra-Orthodox conscription the moment it comes into 

power, limiting the Haredi partiesô options and leading many to speculate that the current crisis represents 

an effort to pressure Netanyahu into concessions ð rather than a genuine campaign to take down the 

government. 

ñThe Haredim know they have no other coalition, and after they see the movement they are looking for, 

they will come around,ò a coalition source, speaking on condition of anonymity, told The Times of Israel. 

Putting the chances of the government actually falling at around 20 percent, the source said that even if the 

preliminary reading of the bill to dissolve the Knesset passes on Wednesday, the coalition will attempt to 

drag out the legislative process for as long as possible. 

ñJuly 23 is the last day of the plenum session before recess. Either the government uses that day to come 

to an agreed-upon election day, or we go into the recess. I donôt expect anything to fall before that,ò the 

insider argued, while acknowledging, ñOf course, it can get very dysfunctional until then.ò 

 

Ultra-Orthodox demonstrators clash with police during a protest against the drafting of Haredi youth near 

Bnei Brak, June 5, 2025.(Erik Marmor/Flash90) 
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ñNetanyahu can intervene and push Yuli Edelstein to agree to lift a large part of the sanctions, and then at 

least maybe Shas will supportò a compromise over the wording of the bill and back down from its threats, 

agreed Yisroel Cohen, an ultra-Orthodox journalist with close ties to the Haredi parties. ñMaybe Degel 

HaTorah, too.ò 

ñLetôs put it this way,ò Cohen added: ñIf youôre asking about three readings [of the dissolution bill], I donôt 

think it will pass. There will be a solution even earlier.ò 

REVERSING COURSE? 

According to the ultra-Orthodox Behadrei Haredim news site, Jerusalem Affairs Minister Meir Porush has 

been working behind the scenes in recent days to reverse his Agudat Yisrael factionôs decision to support 

the dissolution of the Knesset. 

Porush was said to be working on behalf of several senior rabbis opposed to the move, including Yissachar 

Dov Rokeach, the leader of the Belz Hasidic sect, who believes that the government should not be brought 

down in the middle of a war. 

ñThere is a majority among the Haredi public and leadership that understands that dissolving the Knesset at 

this time is irresponsible,ò the site quoted sources involved in the issue as saying. 

 

Jerusalem Affairs Minister Meir Porush in the Knesset plenum, April 15, 2024. (Chaim Goldberg/Flash90) 
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 

A bill to dissolve the Knesset is similar to any other legislation and must pass three readings (after a 

preliminary vote) in the Knesset plenum before it becomes law, although, unlike other laws, it does require 

a minimum majority of 61 yes votes on its final reading. 

 

Dr. Assaf Shapira, head of the Israel Democracy Instituteôs Political Reform Program. (Oded Antman) 

Like any other bill, if it fails in the plenum, lawmakers will not be able to submit it again for a considerable 

period. 

ñSo this is their main dilemma, because if they bring it to a vote, and if they fail, theoretically they wonôt be 

able to raise it again for six months. And I think that they wonôt bring it to the discussion and vote unless 

they will be sure that they have the majority or that they win at least the preliminary reading,ò Assaf Shapira, 

the director of the Israel Democracy Instituteôs Political Reform Program, told The Times of Israel. 

And while such legislation can pass through all its reading ñin theoretically one or two days,ò he said, it is 

also possible to play ñpolitical gamesò by trying to hold it up in committee. Still, in the end, he noted, ñif the 

ultra-Orthodox parties decide to support this law, [it] will probably pass.ò 

The law also stipulates that elections be held within five months of the Knessetôs dissolution, with the bill to 

dissolve the Knesset containing the specific date on which balloting is to take place. 

Shapira predicted that if the law is passed soon, elections would be scheduled after the High Holidays ñin 

late October or early November.ò 

Should that happen, it would likely lead to a halt on the advancement of any enlistment legislation, ñso the 

Haredim would get a time out,ò he said. 

But they might not get a more convenient government. 
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UN CONDEMNS ISRAEL 17 TIMES,  

REST OF WORLD COMBINED 6 TIMES 

General Assembly backs UNRWA, ignores revelations of school principals  

doubling as Hamas terrorists 

UN WATCH  December 19 2024 

 

Vote General Assembly Seventy-fourth session 28th plenary meeting Necessity of ending the economic, 

commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of America against Cuba  

ï Item 39 ï A/74/91/Rev.1, A/74/L.6 

The UN General Assembly rebuked Israel today in three separate resolutions, concluding the world bodyôs 

2024 activity with a total of 17 resolutions that single out the Jewish state, compared to a total of 6 on the 

rest of the world combined. 

On Tuesday, the UNGA adopted one resolution each on the regimes of North Korea, Iran, Syria and 

Myanmar, and one on Russiaôs violations in Ukraine. In October, there was also one resolution condemning 

the U.S. for its embargo of Cuba. (Click here for texts and voting sheets.) 

ñThe UNôs latest assault on Israel with a torrent of one-sided resolutions is surreal,ò said Hillel Neuer, 

Executive Director of UN Watch, an independent non-governmental watchdog organization in Geneva. 

ñItôs absurd that in the year 2024, out of a total of 23 UN General Assembly resolutions that criticize 

countries, 17 of themðnearly three quartersðwere focused on a single country, Israel. Make no mistake, 

the purpose of the lopsided condemnations is to delegitimize Israel and to demonize and dehumanize 

Israelis,ò said Neuer. 

https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/ottoman-palestine-israel.pdf?
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war.pdf
https://www.jewishwikipedia.info/israel-hamas-war-videos.pdf
https://unwatch.org/un-condemns-israel-17-times-6-on-rest-of-world-combined/
https://unwatch.org/un-condemns-israel-17-times-6-on-rest-of-world-combined/
https://unwatch.org/un-condemns-israel-17-times-6-on-rest-of-world-combined/
https://unwatch.org/2024-unga-resolutions-on-israel-vs-rest-of-the-world/







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































